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In this issue The Shape of the Future
By Herb Whiteley
Welcome to the redesigned Veterinary Report! While the content will 
continue to keep you informed about the achievements and initiatives of 
our College and its students, faculty, staﬀ, and alumni, the new size and 
colorful look better reﬂect the goals and aspirations of the College.
Our faculty have been honing those goals through our strategic plan, 
entitled “Shaping the Future.” (You can ﬁnd it at www.cvm.uiuc.edu/
deans/.) We want all of our alumni and other important constituents to 
embrace our vision:
The College of Veterinary Medicine aspires to be recognized 
as a leader in veterinary and comparative biomedical education, 
scholarship, and public engagement in the University of Illinois 
system, in the state, in the nation, and around the world. 
Our College has been making tremendous progress toward the six 
overarching goals articulated in the strategic plan. I encourage you to 
review a list of more than 20 recent successes brought about through the 
hard work and dedication of individuals within the College. (The list is 
available on the dean’s section of our Web site.)
I am especially excited about a new initiative that relates to Goal 5 
of the plan: Improve and strengthen operational eﬃciency, facilities, and 
ﬁnancial health. 
We have embarked on a process to develop a comprehensive master 
plan for the veterinary campus. An architectural ﬁrm, CUH2A, has 
been chosen, and is already gathering input from faculty, students, and 
staﬀ to create designs for a “bridge” building that will link the teaching 
hospital and basic sciences buildings. The ﬁrm’s facility master plan, 
to be delivered in March 2005, will also address renovations and uses 
of the resulting vacated space in existing buildings as well as projected 
costs, materials for fund raising, an implementation timeline, and plans 
for landscaping.
The purpose of the bridge building will be to encourage greater 
interaction, to provide “people spaces” that enhance community, and to 
improve the visual image of the College. In its proposal for this project, 
CUH2A presented a number of options for how this building might 
look. These ideas, as well as a recap of the architect selection process 
and a timeline for subsequent steps in creating the facilities plan, can be 
seen on the Web. 
As the facilities master plan develops, I will be eager to share it with 
you for your feedback and to encourage your ﬁnancial support of this 
exciting phase in the College’s evolution. Like the redesign for this pub-
lication, the new construction will be undertaken to enable us to better 
serve our key audiences, as well as to project an image that keeps pace 
with our vision.
We value your partnership as we become the shape of the future. 
Editor’s note: We want your feedback on the new look of Veterinary 
Report! Please take our anonymous online survey to share your views.  
You can reach it from the College home page: www.cvm.uiuc.edu.
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At an October 13 ceremony, Dr. Paul S. 
Cooke, professor of veterinary biosciences, 
was invested as the holder of the new Field 
Chair in Reproductive Biology, the College’s 
ﬁrst endowed chair. An endowed chair is 
the highest named title at the University of 
Illinois.
Dr. Cooke is an international leader 
in research into the basic mechanisms of 
reproduction. He examines such issues as 
the role played by steroid hormones in the 
development and function of male and female 
reproductive organs, the impact of toxins 
on reproduction, and estrogen regulation of 
adipose tissue. (See also story page 8.)
Beﬁtting the importance of this prestigious 
honor, interim chancellor Richard Herman 
spoke at length, tracing the origins of scholarly 
chairs created through generous gifts from 
benefactors. Dr. William Helferich, who col-
laborates with Dr. Cooke on research into soy 
isoﬂavones, gave an introduction to Dr. Cooke, 
noting his ability to identify crucial research 
questions and diligently pursue the answers.
After receiving the medallion conferred 
upon him by Dean Herb Whiteley, Dr. Paul 
Cooke expressed his gratitude for the founda-
tion laid by his parents, who instilled in him 
the dream of pursuing higher education; the 
love and support of his wife and children; the 
inﬂuence of his teachers, starting with those in 
the Granite City, Ill., grade school he attended 
and continuing through his graduate advisers; 
as well as the essential contributions of gradu-
ate and undergradu-
ate students, labora-
tory staﬀ, colleagues, 
and friends. 
He oﬀered high 
praise for the won-
derful research envi-
ronment aﬀorded 
by the University 
of Illinois and the 
Department of Vet-
erinary Biosciences. 
“I feel a respon-
sibility to the donor 
to live up to the 
expectations that 
come with this type 
of award,” he said.
The donor was Mrs. Thanis “Billie” Alex-
ander Field, a 1929 graduate of the University 
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. A lifelong 
cat lover with concerns about animal welfare, 
Mrs. Field was very interested in supporting 
research that could address the problem of 
companion animal overpopulation. Before her 
death in December 2000, she established a 
bequest to further research at the university’s 
veterinary college and its medical college in 
Chicago. The Field Chair in Reproductive 
Biology is part of her estate gift.
Agnes Fryntzko, Dr. Cooke’s ﬁrst-grade teacher, 
talks with Brandon Cooke, who is in ﬁrst grade.
Dr. Cooke Receives Veterinary College’s  
First Endowed Chair
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Dr. Paul Cooke with his mother, Mrs. Mary Cooke; 
his wife, Dr. Irene Cooke; and their children, Jenny 
and Brandon.
Interim chancellor Richard Herman, College dean Herb Whiteley, Dr. Cooke, and 
interim provost Jesse Delia.
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One of the special guests at the investiture 
ceremony was Agnes Fryntzko, who taught 
ﬁrst grade to Dr. Cooke more than 40 years 
ago in Granite City, Ill., and with whom Dr. 
Cooke has kept in touch. She created indi-
vidual assignments to keep him challenged in 
class because he had already mastered reading 
and arithmetic and needed intellectual stimu-
lation. 
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With the launch this year of the Program in Conservation, Wildlife Population 
Medicine, and Ecosystem Health, the College now oﬀers two summer programs 
designed to give veterinary students a taste of research. 
The other program, the Merck-Merial/Center for Zoonoses Research (CZR) 
Summer Training Program, debuted in 2003. Both programs provide veterinary 
students with the opportunity to work with faculty mentors on projects in areas of 
research strength within the College. This year eight students participated in the 
programs related to infectious disease transmission, and three students researched 
wildlife health issues. 
Part of the 
impetus for the 
programs, notes 
CZR research 
program coordina-
tor Debra Domal, is 
the growing need in 
government, indus-
try, and academia for 
veterinary graduates 
prepared to conduct 
research, especially 
given the height-
ened attention to 
antibiotic resistance, 
biodefense, bioter-
rorism, and zoonoses 
involved in food-
borne disease.
“We hoped to 
expose students 
to a wide range of 
infectious disease research careers and show how research plays a vital role in public 
health,” she notes. “This hands-on introduction could be a ﬁrst step.”
 First- and second-year veterinary students were selected to participate in 
the programs on the basis of a short application, grades, and a letter stating their 
research and career interests. Each student was matched with a faculty member with 
compatible research interests. Participants attended orientation sessions on research 
methods and ethics at the start of the summer.
This was the ﬁrst year Merck-Merial contributed to the CZR program. Dr. 
Edwin Hahn, associate dean for research, procured a Merck-Merial Veterinary 
Scholars Research Grant of $20,000, an amount matched by the College from the 
Governor’s Veterinary Medical Research Fund. 
The conservation medicine program, which was directed by Dr. Val Beasley, 
veterinary biosciences, and Dr. Tony Goldberg, veterinary pathobiology, and coordi-
nated by Aiyasami Salem Sreenivasan, was funded by the College. 
“The Wildlife Medical Clinic has provided Illinois veterinary students with clini-
cal experience for more than 25 years,” says Dr. Beasley. “Now the summer program 
can give students research experience in wildlife medicine.”
Summer Programs Let Students 
Explore Research Opportunities
By Kim Marie Labak
continued on page 5
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Participants in the poster presentation of the CZR Summer 
Training Program. Standing, from left, Dr. Roberto Docampo, 
Emily Wheeler, Anthony Cappa, Stephanie Nelson, Dr. Daniel 
Snyder; seated, from left, Paula Roney, Sarah Vos, Caroline Merrill, 
Kim Marie Labak; not shown: Amy Jo Wolf.
Students, Faculty Mentors, 
and Research Topics 
Merck-Merial/CZR Veterinary Student Summer 
Training Program in Infectious Disease Research
 Anthony Cappa, 3rd year; Drs. Uriel Kitron and 
Roberto Cortinas, veterinary pathobiology (VP); 
Inﬂuence of season and temperature on questing of 
immature Ixodes scapularis
 Kim Marie Labak, 2nd year; Dr. Anna Schotthoefer, 
VP; Common pond invertebrates consume Ribeiroia 
ondatra cercariae 
 Caroline Merrill, 2nd year; Dr. Brenda Wilson, 
microbiology, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences; 
Vectors for the antigenic determination of 
bordetella dermonecrotic toxin
 Stephanie Nelson, 2nd year; Dr. Dawn Morin, 
veterinary clinical medicine (VCM); Serum protein 
changes and colostral characteristics in dairy cows 
housed in diﬀerent photoperiod conditions during 
the dry period
 Paula Roney, 3rd year; Drs. Uriel Kitron and Roberto 
Cortinas, VP; Seroprevalence survey and risk factor 
analysis of canine Lyme Borreliosis in West Central 
Illinois
 Sarah Vos, 2nd year; Dr. Peter Constable, VCM, 
and Dr. Mark Kuhlenschmidt, VP; Clinical and 
clinicopathological eﬀects of cryptosporidial 
infection in dairy calves
 Emily Wheeler, joint veterinary/PhD student; Dr. 
Tony Goldberg, VP; Patterns of antibiotic resistance 
in E. coli isolated from Ugandan primates
 Amy Jo Wolf, 3rd year; Dr. Marilyn Ruiz, VP; 
Spatio-temporal analysis and spatial analysis of 
equine West Nile virus cases in Illinois in 2002 and 
comparison with land cover data
Program in Conservation, Wildlife Population 
Medicine, and Ecosystem Health
 Kate Brucker, 3rd year; Dr. Julie Whittington, VCM; 
Biological and epidemiological wildlife database: 
Development and implementation
 Judilee Marrow, 2nd year; Dr. Julie Whittington, 
VCM, Dr. Carol Maddox, Veterinary Diagnostic 
Laboratory, and Dr. Lois Hoyer, VP; Prevalence and 
antibiotic-resistance characteristics of Enterococcus 
spp. in wild raptors pre- and post-antibiotic 
treatment
 Sarah Vuolo, 3rd year; Dr. Jennifer Langan, VCM; 
Management of West Nile virus infection in the 
Humboldt penguin population in the U.S. 
College Researchers Get the Poop 
on Zoonotic Disease Transmission
by Kim Marie Labak
In June, Dr. Tony Goldberg, veterinary pathobiology, traveled to the east 
African country of Uganda to launch a 3-year study of human impacts 
on wildlife health. Emily Wheeler, who is combining a veterinary degree 
with doctoral studies in ecology and evolutionary biology, was able to 
accompany him as a participant in the Merck-Merial/Center for Zoo-
noses Research Summer Training Program.
While their activity—collecting fecal samples from non-human 
primates in the Kibale National Forest—may sound unglamorous, it 
represents a novel approach to studying the mechanisms of disease 
transmission between species. 
The 750 square kilometers of forest in Kibale National 
Park has been used for logging since the 1930s, but over 
the past 10 years has become popular with ecotourists. 
Human activities have split the forest into small fragments 
of habitat. Monkeys and apes that live in these fragments 
experience more frequent contact with humans, and this 
puts both humans and non-human primates at increased 
risk for disease exchange.
After returning from Uganda, Wheeler spent the rest of 
her summer in the lab, conducting antibiotic susceptibility testing on bacterial iso-
lates that she and Dr. Goldberg collected from humans and primates in and around 
Kibale National Park. 
The data they collected suggest that there are diﬀerences in disease transmission rates between 
humans and non-human primates in fragmented forest areas as compared with more pristine 
forest areas. Speciﬁcally, primates in fragmented forest habitats show greater resistance to antibi-
otics used in the region than do primates in non-fragmented forest areas.
“We plan to use DNA ﬁngerprinting techniques in the future to trace the transmission of 
E. coli bacteria between primates and humans. We believe E. coli can serve as a model for the 
route of transmission of other diseases,” Dr. Goldberg explains. 
The human-primate connection has been signiﬁcant in the transmission of diseases, according 
to Dr. Goldberg. He cites HIV/AIDS as an example of a disease that originated in non-human 
primates and notes that polio, measles, and mumps have jumped from humans to wild primates, 
such as mountain gorillas. Zoonoses research is important to protect both human and animal 
health, and therefore ecosystem health, he 
notes. 
“The goal of ecosystem health studies like 
ours is to understand how we humans can 
alter our activity to limit environmental prob-
lems and preserve the health of human and 
wild animal populations,” says Wheeler.
Dr. Goldberg’s project is sponsored by the 
Morris Animal Foundation and the William 
and Flora Hewlett Foundation, through a 
grant sponsored by the University of Illinois 
Oﬃce for International Studies. Their ﬁeld 
work was conducted in partnership with the 
University of Florida, Makerere University 
Biology Field Station, the Ugandan govern-
ment, and local ﬁeld assistants. 
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“The goal is to 
understand 
how we 
humans can 
alter our 
activity to limit 
environmental 
problems 
and preserve 
the health of 
human and 
wild animal 
populations.”
Dr. Tony Goldberg 
takes a reading in the 
Kibale National Forest.
Emily Wheeler walks 
with the mayor of the 
village of Kanyawara, 
near Kibale, as she 
collects fecal samples 
from local Ankole 
cattle. 
The University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign has long been a 
computing trailblazer. Now its veterinary college is leading the way in 
incorporating tablet personal computers into the classroom.
A pilot program for ﬁrst-year veterinary students at Illinois con-
ducted in 2003-04 showed that using electronic course notes on tablet 
computers rather than in paper format enhanced learning in the percep-
tion of most participants. Nine of the 11 study participants are continu-
ing with the tablet note program in the second year of the veterinary 
curriculum, with 3 additional continuing second-year students choosing 
to join the tablet program for this year. In the 2004-05 ﬁrst-year class, 
24 students have elected to participate in the tablet program, in which 
students purchase the tablet computers themselves for a price of $1,995.
Dr. Jo Ann Eurell, an associate professor of veterinary biosciences 
with a longstanding interest in the use of technology to enhance class-
room learning, was the driving force behind the tablet pilot program. 
“Though it took some adjustment to a paperless environment, most 
students in the pilot program adapted readily to the computers. The 
technology allowed them to add handwritten notes and highlight or ﬂag 
text much as they would with paper copies,” says Dr. Eurell. “In addition, 
the tablet software enabled students to search both the ﬁles as provided 
and their personal annotations.”
The course notes provided to the tablet users are identical to those 
distributed to the other students in the veterinary class, except that the 
electronic notes contain color images and graphics that are cost-pro-
hibitive to reproduce in the printed form. Files from course instruc-
tors using a variety of software programs and styles are converted to 
Windows Journal format for the tablets. Conﬁguration of the comput-
ers and a half day of training for students are handled by an outside 
vendor, Animal Care Training, Inc.
Besides the greatly reduced weight and bulk of the computer com-
pared to conventional paper notes, advantages of the tablet technology 
included ready access to high-quality, large format color images that 
are crucial to a medical curriculum and having additional electronic 
resources, such as medical dictionaries, textbooks, and atlases, at hand. 
Vicky Nelson, a ﬁrst-year veterinary student who uses the tablet 
computers, appreciates their convenience. “It is a great advantage to have 
color pictures in class,” says Nelson. “Anyone with minimal computer 
skills can navigate through this process.” 
The cost to students of printed notes adds up to about $1,000 over 
the course of the 4-year degree program, which will be a savings to those 
who receive notes electronically for use on tablet computers.
Some disadvantages of the tablets are that they cannot be used in the 
messy environment of an anatomy laboratory and short battery life is 
frequently a problem. When studying, it is diﬃcult to use the full-length 
page, Nelson reports.
Hill’s Pet Nutrition, the University of Illinois Computer Informa-
tion Technology and Educational Services, and the College of Veteri-
nary Medicine have all contributed to the pilot program and services 
associated with the new tablet technology. Without their assistance, this 
opportunity would not be possible.
The Illinois veterinary program has committed to providing course 
notes for tablet users throughout the three-year pre-clinical program. 
With the increase in the number of entering students who have chosen 
to receive notes electronically, Illinois is staking out new territory in the 
use of technology in the classroom.  
First-year students Vicky Nelson (foreground), Erin Lindblad, and Erin Long use 
their tablets during lectures.
Illinois Students Pioneer Tablet Technology 
in Veterinary Curriculum
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We’re All Connected
The College of Veterinary Medicine can boast of having 
one of the most technologically advanced videoconfer-
encing centers on campus.
During the spring and summer of 2004, Room 2271C 
in the Veterinary Medicine Basic Sciences Building 
received a facelift and a new, state-of-the-art videocon-
ferencing system. Highlights include:
 Completely integrated videoconferencing suite with 
dual video cameras and dual projectors
 New speaker's console with AV connections that 
allow projection of both computer video and audio 
from desktop and laptop sources
 Digital document camera for display of both plain 
paper and 3D objects
 New sound system with vastly improved audio 
quality
 New DVD/VCR player
 High-speed network connections 
“The technology has helped us by expanding the 
number of faculty and students who can participate 
in a course,” says Dr. Tony Goldberg, veterinary patho-
biology. Dr. Goldberg uses the room for the elective 
“Introduction to Conservation Medicine and Ecosystem 
Health,” which involves students and lecturers from 
Loyola University Chicago Stritch School of Medicine 
and Brookﬁeld Zoo.
The College also oﬀers two other videoconferencing 
centers, one of which is portable for use anywhere on 
the grounds. 
Wireless networking provided through the campus 
computing service is now available in the College. In 
addition to Room 2271C, areas supplied with wireless 
service include the library, café, atrium, and a confer-
ence room in the Basic Sciences Building and a rounds 
room, conference room, and imaging center in the 
Veterinary Teaching Hospital.
Another technological aid to learning is the inter-
active whiteboards installed this summer and fall in 
a dozen locations throughout the teaching hospital. 
These products, produced by SMART Technologies, 
look and perform like a dry-erase board, but are actu-
ally touch-sensitive displays connected to computers. 
A digital projector projects the computer image on 
the screen. Computer applications can be controlled 
directly from the screen, where annotations written in 
“digital ink” can be printed or saved to the computer. 
Dr. Goldberg adds that the program gives students the opportunity to work with 
any faculty member around the globe on wildlife and conservation medicine issues.
Students in the CZR program worked on projects ranging from immunoassay 
development to epidemiologic surveys. Sarah Vos, Class of 2007, worked with Dr. 
Peter Constable, veterinary clinical medicine, and Dr. Mark Kuhlenschmidt, veteri-
nary pathobiology, to study clinical pathological eﬀects of cryptosporidium in calves. 
“This was my ﬁrst time doing animal research,” says Vos. “It was interesting to see 
how research applies to the stuﬀ we learn in classes, the broader concepts in veteri-
nary medicine.”
Paula Roney, Class of 2006, worked with Dr. Uriel Kitron, veterinary pathobiol-
ogy, to map the geographical prevalence of Lyme disease in dogs in central Illinois. 
Caroline Merrill, Class of 2007, worked with Dr. Brenda Wilson, CZR faculty 
member in the Department of Microbiology, to identify epitopes of Dermonecrotic 
toxin (DNT) that can be used for diagnosing Bordatella bronchiseptica.
“Although I was apprehen-
sive at ﬁrst, not having had any 
courses in genetics or microbiol-
ogy, I really had a great time this 
summer,” says Merrill. “I wrote my 
ﬁrst scientiﬁc paper and designed 
my ﬁrst poster. And it was great 
to get paid to learn! ”
Judilee Marrow, Class of 2007, 
cultured and identiﬁed bacteria 
from cloacal swabs of raptor patients in the Wildlife Medical Clinic, then tested the 
bacteria for antibiotic resistance. 
“People and livestock have contact with wildlife and enjoy outdoor activities, so 
resistant bacteria in the environment are a concern for herd and public health as well 
as ecosystem health,” notes Marrow.
In addition to working in the ﬁeld and in the lab on their research projects, CZR 
students also participated in brown bag lunches with researchers and veterinarians 
from industry, academia, and government, including Dr. Colleen O’Keefe, veterinar-
ian for the state of Illinois, and several College faculty members. Students also visited 
Pﬁzer research facilities in Kalamazoo and Ann Arbor, Mich., to get a behind-the-
scenes look at pharmaceutical research.
The conclusion of the CZR program was celebrated with a keynote address by 
Dr. Daniel Snyder, a 1987 graduate of the College who is a research scientist with 
Elanco Technology Acquisitions Group. Dr. Snyder is also a diplomate of the Ameri-
can College of Veterinary Microbiologists and the European Veterinary Parasitology 
College. He spoke on the role of veterinarians in industry.
Following the talk, students presented scientiﬁc posters outlining their research. 
A poster competition judged by Drs. Roberto Docampo and Carol Maddox awarded 
ﬁrst place to Emily Wheeler (see page 3) and second place to both Caroline Merrill 
and Paula Roney. 
Summer Programs, continued from page 2
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“This was my ﬁrst time doing 
animal research,” says Vos. “It was 
interesting to see how research 
applies to the stuﬀ we learn in 
classes, the broader concepts in 
veterinary medicine.”
College News
Drs. Roberto Docampo and Silvia N. J. 
Moreno, both of veterinary pathobiol-
ogy, are among the faculty members 
who moved to the new biomedical labo-
ratory space in the Veterinary Medicine 
Basic Sciences Building. Dr. Docampo 
was instrumental in securing funding for 
the renovations from the National Insti-
tutes of Health. In 2005 he and his wife, 
Dr. Moreno, will join the faculty at the 
University of Georgia at Athens, where 
Dr. Docampo has been named to an 
endowed chair in tropical and emerging 
global diseases and cellular biology. 
Faculty Update
Successful Tox Course
In March the College played host to 74 
veterinarians from 10 states and provinces 
who attended the two-day Intensive Toxicol-
ogy Short Course: Common Small Animal 
Toxicoses. The course included lectures, case 
studies, necropsy demonstrations, and discus-
sions on analytical toxicology, conservation 
medicine, and histopathology of toxic insults. 
The course was sponsored by and featured 
17 speakers from the Department of Veteri-
nary Biosciences, the Veterinary Diagnostic 
Laboratory (VDL), and the Animal Poison 
Control Center of the American Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. It was 
organized by course director Dr. Petra Volmer, 
veterinary biosciences and VDL, and Drs. 
Camille DeClementi and Sharon Gwaltney-
Brant of the Animal Poison Control  
Center. 
College Goes Wild 
in September
Wildlife experts from around the world 
ﬂocked to Urbana to present 5 days of lectures 
on conservation medicine, environmental 
toxicology, ecosystem health, and wildlife 
conservation in late September, including an 
all-day symposium on recent mass die-oﬀs of 
ﬂamingos in Africa. Other topics ranged from 
legal and ethical issues in wildlife pathology 
to health implications regarding the interface 
of domestic and wild animals. About 80 stu-
dents, faculty, and staﬀ members participated 
in the events. 
The ﬂamingo symposium was funded 
by the Olga G. Nalbandov Lecture Fund. 
Additional funds for the lectures came from 
the William and Flora Hewlett International 
Conference Grants, the University of Illi-
nois, the Envirovet Program, the College, its 
Program in Conservation, Wildlife Population 
Medicine, and Ecosystem Health, and the 
student chapter of the Association of Reptile 
and Amphibian Veterinarians.
Organizing the event were Drs. Val Beasley 
and Aiyasami Salem Sreenivasan of veterinary 
biosciences. 
Illinois Launches 
Program of Veterinary 
Continuing 
Education Online
Continuing education any time, anywhere. 
That’s the goal of VEO, or Veterinary Educa-
tion Online, an Internet-based program now 
available from the College at www.VEOil-
linois.org.
Veterinarians who enroll in VEO courses 
have 24/7 access to the modules from any 
computer with Internet connectivity. Enrollees 
complete the course at their own pace over 60 
days.
“Veterinarians in single-doctor practices 
or in remote locations may especially value 
the ease of access VEO makes possible,” notes 
Dr. Christine Merle, 
assistant dean of Public 
Engagement who has 
overseen the develop-
ment and marketing of VEO. “The topics are 
immediately applicable for busy practitioners.”
Topics include pain management , diagnos-
tic imaging, dentistry, ophthalmology, cytology, 
parasitology, and emerging diseases. 
Each course consists of modules that range 
from 15 minutes to 3 hours of continuing edu-
cation credit. The average price is less than $35 
per hour of credit, and packages of multiple 
modules are oﬀered at a discount.
Funded in part by generous grants from the 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation and U of I Online, 
the VEO program is managed by the College’s 
Oﬃce of Public Engagement. 
Grand Rounds Oﬀ 
to Great Start
The fall semester kicked oﬀ a new practice 
of Collegewide grand rounds. Held over 
the noon hour on the ﬁrst Monday of each 
month—with pizza provided as an extra 
incentive to attend—grand rounds was 
implemented through the College’s Teaching 
Academy, a program that seeks to enhance 
student learning through faculty development.
“The goals of grand rounds are to increase 
student involvement and build camaraderie 
among students and faculty,” says Dr. Matt 
Wallig, veterinary pathology, who cur-
rently serves as acting chair of the Teaching 
Academy. “Grand rounds brings students and 
faculty together to spark student interest at all 
levels of training.”
Presenters in early fall included Dr. Brett 
Tennent-Brown, an equine resident, who 
reviewed a case of an atrial septal defect in 
a day-old foal, and Dr. Joshua Rexing, small 
animal medicine intern, who reported on the 
mysterious symptoms of a Portuguese water 
dog. Faculty from all areas of the College 
contribute to the case discussions. 
College of Veterinary Medicine • University of Illinois y
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College and Veterinary Alumni Association Honor Four
Foreground, award winners Harriett Weatherford and Drs. Gregg 
BeVier, Joseph DiPietro, and Emil Baukert; at rear, Drs. Charles 
Wiedmeyer, Herbert Whiteley, and Andrew Lucyshyn. 
On Thursday, October 14, the 
College and the University of Illi-
nois Veterinary Medicine Alumni 
Association presented three 
Dr. Erwin Small Distinguished 
Alumni Awards and a Special 
Service Award. Dr. Charles 
Wiedmeyer (DVM ’94), presi-
dent of the alumni association, 
made the presentations during 
the evening social gathering of the 
85th annual Fall Conference for 
Veterinarians.
The Dr. Erwin Small Dis-
tinguished Alumni Award was 
given to three distinguished 
Illinois graduates who have made 
signiﬁcant contributions to the profession or 
College.
Dr. Emil Baukert (DVM ’76), owner 
of Riser Animal Hospital in Skokie, Ill., was 
honored for his tireless service to organized 
veterinary medicine at the Chicago, state, and 
national level. His nomination noted that he 
was the driving force behind the organization 
of the State Emergency Veterinary Network, 
a means for assisting animals and owners in 
the event of a disaster. He was also a founder 
of the Chicago Veterinary Medical Associa-
tion’s Pet Loss Helpline and Support Group. 
Among many other roles, he has served as 
president of both the CVMA and the Illinois 
State VMA.
Dr. Gregg BeVier (MS ’77, DVM ’82, 
MBA ’92), head of Production Animal Global 
Enterprise at Merial, was hailed for being a 
strong advocate of the veterinary profession 
within the animal-agricultural industry as well 
as for being a strong advocate of the College. 
His commitment to the College’s nationally 
recognized IFAMS (Integrated Food Animal 
Management Systems) and Executive Veteri-
nary programs, through his time, money, and 
connections, was invaluable to the College and 
to the many veterinarians whose careers he 
inspired. He currently serves on the College’s 
external advisory committee.
Dr. Joseph DiPietro (DVM ’76, MS ’80), 
dean and professor of veterinary parasitology 
at the University of Florida College of Veteri-
nary Medicine, Gainesville, was recognized as 
contributing to the profession as a practitioner, 
researcher in equine anthelmintics, innovative 
teacher, and excellent administrator. Before 
taking on the deanship at Florida in 1997, Dr. 
DiPietro taught at the College for nearly 20 
years and headed the College research oﬃce 
for three years.
The Special Service Award for an out-
standing individual who has made signiﬁcant 
contributions to the veterinary profession or 
the College went to Harriett Weatherford. 
Despite a demanding career as an administra-
tor at the University of Illinois (she is cur-
rently semi-retired as associate director of the 
campus Athletic Association), Weatherford 
has devoted many thousands of hours and 
many thousands of dollars over her lifetime 
to support animals, through her involvement 
with both the Champaign County Humane 
Society and the College. She was instrumental 
in starting a volunteer program at the Veteri-
nary Teaching Hospital earlier this year. (Read 
more in the story on the back cover.) 
Also recognized during the social gather-
ing was Dr. Ted Lock, who recently retired 
after more than 30 years at the College (see 
the story on page 10). Establishment of the 
Ted Lock Scholarship Endowment Fund, for 
support of students who intend to pursue 
a career in food animal, equine or mixed 
practice in a rural area, was announced. With 
advance gifts, the fund is halfway to the goal of 
$25,000. See the box on this page to ﬁnd out 
how you can make a gift.
At the close of the awards ceremony, the 
slate of incoming oﬃcers of the alumni asso-
ciation was announced: president, Dr. Andrew 
Lucyshyn (IL ’95); past president, Dr. Charles 
Wiedmeyer; president-elect, Dr. Bill Hollis 
(IL ’96); executive secretary, Dr. Allan Paul 
(IL ’77); board members, Drs. Bill Augustine 
(IL ’75), J.B. Bruederle (IL ’91), Roger Dupuis 
(IL ’71), Larry Firkins (IL ’86), Rosemary 
LoGiudice (IL ’81), and Sarah Probst-Miller 
(IL ’01). Drs. Laura Brown-Hoult (IL ’87) 
and Ron Durante (IL ’93) were recognized for 
their terms of service. 
Support the Ted 
Lock Scholarship 
Endowment Fund
A fund established in honor of Dr. Ted 
Lock, who retired in August after 32 
years of service to the College, will 
support students interested in food 
animal, equine, or mixed practice in a 
rural area. One-time gifts or contribu-
tions spread over several years are 
welcome. Please contact the Advance-
ment Oﬃce at 217/333-2762 or 
advancement@cvm.uiuc.edu or choose 
the “Online Giving” option from the 
College Web page: www.cvm.uiuc.edu. 
Research News
Drs. Cooke and Schantz Lead 
Projects within $8 Million 
Soy Isoﬂavones Initiative
A multidisciplinary team of scientists at the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
is embarking on a comprehensive ﬁve-year 
study of the eﬀects of soy isoﬂavones found in 
dietary supplements on various body tissues.
At the heart of the project is the safety of 
phytoestrogens—estrogen-like compounds 
in plants that are generally thought to have 
driven the anti-cancer and cholesterol-lower-
ing beneﬁts that nutrition researchers have 
attributed to soy consumption in numerous 
studies.
The project is funded by an $8 million 
grant from the National Institutes of Health. 
Leading the eﬀort is William G. Helferich, a 
professor of food science and human nutrition.
“Under the grant, three groups will conduct 
preclinical investigations on animal models, 
looking for a balance of potential eﬀectiveness 
and safety issues,” Dr. Helferich says. “We will 
look at how diﬀerent doses of isoﬂavones and 
the timing of exposure aﬀect breast, brain and 
adipose tissues (fat). Another group will look 
at the mechanisms at work between isoﬂa-
vones and estrogen receptors.”
Dr. Paul Cooke, professor of veterinary bio-
sciences, will lead a project focusing on adipose 
development and the potential for phytoes-
trogens to alter development and/or produce 
long-term changes in the amount and function 
of adipose tissue. Dr. Cooke’s work previously 
has shown that exposure to the phytoestrogen 
genistein causes thymic atrophy and immune 
dysfunction under certain conditions.
Dr. Susan Schantz, professor of veterinary 
biosciences and of psychology, and Dr. Donna 
Korol, professor of psychology, will study the 
eﬀects of phytoestrogens on brain tissue and 
cognitive function, including cognitive ﬂexibil-
ity, attention, inhibitory control and working 
memory. 
Over the next 5 years Dr. Cooke and Dr. 
Schantz will each receive more than $1 million 
for their projects within the study.
Dr. John Katzenellenbogen, professor of 
chemistry, and Dr. Benita Katzenellenbogen, 
professor of molecular and integrative physiol-
ogy and of cell and structural biology, will 
study patterns of gene activation aﬀected by 
isoﬂavones through both estrogen-dependent 
and estrogen-independent receptors in breast 
tumors. 
Dr. Helferich will continue a focus on 
breast cancer.
Scientists at the FDA’s National Center for 
Toxicology Research in Arkansas as well as at 
Wake Forest and Purdue universities will have 
supporting roles.
Dr. Tischkau Participates in 
Research on Internal Clock 
Feel like time is repeating itself and won’t 
move on? It could be your internal clock is 
backpedaling because your PKG-II is out of 
whack.
That scenario was played out in experi-
ments at a molecular level deep within the 
brain of rats where, like in all mammals, the 
primary circadian clock is located. The clock 
is a dynamic biological process with a near-
24-hour cycle. PKG-II is an enzyme, a protein 
that triggers biochemical reactions.
Reporting in the August 19 issue of the 
journal Neuron, six Illinois scientists say that 
the activation of PKG-II may be the critical 
control point that tells our biological clock to 
proceed.
Researchers involved in the study were Dr. 
Martha Gillette, cell and structural biology; 
Dr. Shelley Tischkau, veterinary biosciences; 
postdoctoral researchers Jennifer Mitchell, 
Jessica Barnes, and Jeﬀrey Barnes; and doctoral 
student Laura Pace.
In their research, the scientists blocked 
the phosphorylation action of PKG-II during 
the normal cycling of the clock. By doing so, 
they disrupted the key activity of this kinase 
enzyme that adds phosphates to proteins, a 
signaling mechanism necessary for informa-
tion transfer in cells.
Inhibition of PKG-II leads to “signiﬁcant 
phase delay of circadian rhythm.” The clock 
is literally forced back in time to repeat the 
necessary sequence of protein communications 
before it can advance. 
“These ﬁndings suggest that ‘check-point’ 
regulatory processes like those in the cell-divi-
sion cycle, which generates two cells from one, 
are similar in the brain clock,” says Dr. Gillette.
The research was supported by six diﬀerent 
Public Health Service grants to Dr. Gillette, 
Jessica and Jeﬀrey Barnes, Dr. Tischkau and 
Mitchell, and a grant to Dr. Tischkau from 
the Molecular and Endocrine Pharmacology 
Program of the campus’s Governor’s Venture 
Technology Fund. 
Excerpted from stories by Jim 
Barlow, Campus News Bureau
College of Veterinary Medicine • University of Illinois i
Research Projects Funded 
Between April 1 and 
August 31, 2004
Bovine
 Constable PD. Illinois Department of 
Agriculture (IDA), $18,048, Clinical and 
Clinicopathological Eﬀects of Cryptospo-
ridial Infection in Dairy Calves.
 Nagy DW. Hatch, $17,150, Role of 
Colostral Immunoglobulin on Bovine 
Leukosis Virus Infection in Calves.
Canine
 Fan TM. Morris Animal Foundation, 
$165,099, Treating Osteosarcoma Bone 
Pain with Radiation Adriamycin and 
Intravenous Pamidronate. 
Equine
 Foreman JH. Hatch, $10,000, A Novel 
Method of Cooling Horses After Endur-
ance Exercise.
General
 Kitron UD. National Institutes of Health 
(NIH), $98,104, Ecology & Control of 
Tick Vectors of Lyme Disease in U.S.
 Volmer PA. Campus Research Board, 
$9,100, Evaluation of Grape Extracts on 
Intracellular Concentrations in MDCK 
Cells.
Porcine
 Clark SG. Hatch, $20,000, Determination 
of Factors Regulating Sertoli Cell Prolif-
eration in the Boar.
 Scherba G. NIH, $420,750, An Alpha-
herpesvirus-Natural Host Interactive 
Model.
 Weigel RM, Illinois Department of 
Agriculture (IDA), $37,715, Polymerase 
Chain Reaction Techniques for Detection 
and Genotyping of Salmonella: Evalua-
tion of the Accuracy, Generalizability and 
Validity of Diagnostic Testing Results.
Rodents
 Tischkau S. NIH, $253,767, Environ-
mental Toxins Disrupt Ovarian Circadian 
Rhythms. 
Dr. Lois Hoyer, associate 
professor of veterinary 
pathobiology, was recently 
appointed to the faculty of the campus’s new 
Institute of Genomic Biology (IGB). The IGB 
was established in 2003 to advance life science 
research and stimulate bio-economic develop-
ment in the state of Illinois. The IGB will be 
located in a state-of-the-art campus facility 
that is under construction and due to be com-
pleted in mid-2006.
IGB faculty and aﬃliates are organized into 
research themes that cover a broad range of life 
science research. As part of the IGB’s Host-
Microbe Systems theme, Dr. Hoyer will work 
with 11 other University faculty members 
require other types of expertise that faculty 
from the College can contribute.”
For the past 14 years Dr. Hoyer’s research 
has been focused on the fungus Candida albi-
cans. Her laboratory team is best known for 
their characterization of the ALS (agglutinin-
like sequence) family of cell-surface adhesins. 
Dr. Hoyer and her team are also studying the 
biology of formation and antifungal drug resis-
tance in Candida bioﬁlms. Their experimental 
approaches include molecular and biochemi-
cal techniques, the use of in vitro and animal 
disease models, and analysis of human clinical 
specimens.
Dr. Hoyer has built research collaborations 
at institutions around the country, including 
the University of Iowa, the State University 
of New York at Buﬀalo, and Case Western 
Reserve University in Cleveland, Ohio.
Dr. Hoyer received a Ph.D. in veterinary 
pathobiology from the University of Illinois 
and completed postdoctoral fellowships with 
SmithKline Beecham Pharmaceuticals and 
Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory at 
the University of California. Before coming 
to the University of Illinois in 1996, she was 
a research assistant professor at Iowa State 
University.
In addition to conducting research, Dr. 
Hoyer enjoys teaching veterinary bacteriol-
ogy and mycology to second-year veterinary 
students. 
“The students are great,” she said. “This 
year’s group is a lot of fun.”
In her free time, Dr. Hoyer enjoys traveling 
and playing with her two children. 
Dr. Hoyer (left) confers with doctoral student 
Georgina Cheng.
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Using genomic 
technologies, this 
group will focus on the 
interactions between 
the human host and its 
normal microbes.
with expertise in such disciplines as microbiol-
ogy, immunology, and computer science. Using 
genomic technologies, this group will focus 
on the interactions between the human host 
and its normal microbes to understand how 
these microbes aﬀect susceptibility to disease. 
These studies will lead to development of new 
diagnostic and therapeutic methods.
“I hope to bring more faculty from the 
College into the project,” says Dr. Hoyer, who 
at present is the only veterinary medicine 
faculty member with an IGB appointment. 
“Although our theme’s immediate goals are 
focused, the project will expand and evolve to 
Retirements
Dr. Benson Retires 
After 30 Years in 
Anesthesiology
Dr. John Benson, who retired as professor and 
chief of the anesthesiology section in August, 
has seen some striking changes in both the 
profession and the College over his career. 
For one thing, all the current College build-
ings have been built since his graduation in 
1971; his was the last class to have completed 
their studies in the old Small Animal Clinic. 
In addition, when he left private practice 
in 1974 to start his residency in anesthesiol-
ogy, the Veterinary Teaching Hospital was 
just beginning to take interns and residents, 
so there was a lot more direct student-faculty 
interaction in the clinics. He’s also witnessed 
the rise in specialization and the change in the 
hospital’s caseload from primarily local and 
general to almost exclusively referral.
Dr. Benson had planned to return to 
private practice after completing his residency 
in 1977, but he decided to stay because he 
enjoyed the work with students and residents.
“That’s why I’m here,” he says. “Teaching is 
a lot of fun when you have highly motivated 
good students. I’ve especially enjoyed working 
with residents.” 
He notes that Illinois has “an unusually 
successful residency program in maintaining 
one or two residents at all times.” According 
to one source, about ten percent of the world’s 
board-certiﬁed veterinary anesthesiologists 
were trained here.
Relatively few students choose to pursue 
anesthesiology. Dr. Benson says it is not a 
“glamorous or popular” specialty, perhaps 
because its practitioners must respond to the 
demands of other clinicians who are ordering 
surgery or imaging procedures. 
It takes a personality that thrives on “tre-
mendous immediacy, recognizing an adverse 
reaction and acting quickly,” he notes. “Anes-
thesiologists don’t enjoy chronic cases, the dog 
that’s itchy.” But he sees career opportunities 
ahead for those interested in bringing exper-
tise in anesthesia and analgesia to the ﬁeld of 
laboratory animal medicine.
Since the early 1980s he has pursued a 
research interest in assessing pain and stress 
in animals as a natural outgrowth of his work 
in anesthesia and providing perioperative and 
postoperative care. His work on the eﬀects of 
stress on production animals eventually led 
to his collaboration with Bernard Rollin on a 
2004 book The Well-Being of Farm Animals.
Also in the early 1980s he began teaching 
a practice management course. This fell to 
him because he was the only faculty member 
to respond to the call for volunteers from 
department head Dr. Borje Gustafsson, after 
the AVMA mandated such a course in all 
veterinary colleges.
His days since retirement have been 
extremely busy with his duties as the execu-
tive secretary of the American College of 
Veterinary Anesthesiologists, a post he’ll hold 
through the end of 2006. He intends to con-
tinue work in the ﬁeld through consulting.
Eventually he and his wife will move to 
their home in the Upper Peninsula of Michi-
gan, where he looks forward to more time 
in the outdoors. They also plan to do more 
traveling. 
“Through my career I’ve made lots of 
friends around the world. It’s been a unique 
experience,” he says. 
Dr. Lock Leaves “Perfect 
Job” After 32 Years
After 32 years with the College, Dr. Ted Lock 
retired in August.
Dr. Lock was raised on a beef cattle farm 
in Carroll County, Missouri. He ﬁrst got the 
notion to enter academia when, two weeks 
before graduation from the veterinary college 
at the University of Missouri, the head of the 
clinical department there called to oﬀer him 
a job. 
Though Dr. Lock had already committed 
to a job in a busy Union, Mo., mixed practice, 
the idea lingered. A year later, in 1972, he 
interviewed at the veterinary colleges in both 
Illinois and Georgia. Family considerations 
tipped the scale to staying in a Midwest locale.
At Illinois he joined Dr. Ray Hatch and 
Dr. Bruce Brodie in the ambulatory service 
and began coursework to complete a master’s 
degree while teaching and providing clini-
cal service. He ﬁnished his master’s degree 
in 1976 and gained board certiﬁcation in the 
American College of Theriogenologists the 
following year.
It was Dr. Brodie who most inﬂuenced 
Dr. Lock’s career and inspired his teaching 
philosophy: Get the students out on the farm 
and provide hands-on experience. 
“I try to convey my enthusiasm for what 
I am doing,” he explains. “If I am enthusiastic 
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Dr. Jack Herrmann
Clinical Assistant Professor, 
Farm Animal Reproduction, 
Medicine, and Surgery
 DVM, University of Illinois, 
1978
 MPH, University of Illinois School of Public 
Health, Rockford College of Medicine, 2003
 Dipl., American College of Theriogenologists, 
1989
Research interests: Management of subfertility 
in dairy cows; policy development associated 
with prion diseases; community assessment 
(human public health); and the impact of 
CAFOs (concentrated animal feeding opera-
tions) on human public health.
During the past year, Dr. Herrmann was an 
AVMA/AAAS Congressional Science Fellow in 
Washington, D.C., advising the oﬃces of Sen. 
Dick Durbin (D-IL) on issues of public health, 
veterinary and human medicine, health care 
and the environment, including such issues a 
prion diseases, therapeutic cloning, stem cell 
research, and genetically engineered food. 
From 1978 to 2003 he ran a mixed-animal 
private practice with oﬃces in Cedarville and 
Freeport, Ill.
Dr. Yvette Johnson
Assistant Professor, Farm 
Animal Reproduction, Medi-
cine, and Surgery
 DVM, University of Illinois, 
1989
 MS (production medicine), University of 
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 1993
 PhD (clinical epidemiology), Michigan State 
University, East Lansing, 1998
Research interests: Veterinary clinical epidemiol-
ogy and infectious disease outbreak investi-
gation; geographic information systems as a 
tool for disease surveillance and monitoring 
environmental impacts of agriculture; and 
international programs to enhance health and 
productivity for farmers with limited resources.
Dr. Johnson spent the past 6 years on the 
faculty at the Virginia-Maryland Regional 
College of Veterinary Medicine, where she 
was principal investigator on a USDA grant to 
identify sources of bacterial contamination 
of surface water and collaborated with the 
local poultry industry in outbreak investiga-
tions for infectious laryngotracheitis and 
avian inﬂuenza. She concurrently held adjunct 
appointments at the University of Maryland 
School of Medicine in Baltimore, the Univer-
sity of Maryland Eastern Shore and consulted 
for Abbott Laboratories in epidemiology and 
statistics. In 1990 she was a visiting scholar at 
Egerton University in Njoro, Kenya, where her 
research focused on management practices of 
dairy producers in the Kenya highlands.
Renée Mullen
Assistant Dean for Advance-
ment, College of Veterinary 
Medicine
 MBA, Ohio State University, 
Columbus, 1993
Mullen formerly served as director of public 
relations and director of development at the 
College of Engineering, University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign. For a message from her, 
please see page 22.
Dr. Marie Pinkerton
Visiting Clinical Assistant 
Professor, Anatomic Veterinary 
Pathologist, Veterinary Diag-
nostic Laboratory
 DVM, Iowa State University 
of Science and Technology, Ames, 1993
 Dipl., American College of Veterinary Patholo-
gists, 2004
Research interests: Pathology and diseases of 
wild, exotic, and zoo animals.
Dr. Pinkerton completed a residency in the 
College’s Zoological Pathology Program, 
based in the Chicago area, from 1999 to 2003. 
Previously she spent 6 years in practice at 
the Downers Grove (Ill.) Animal Hospital and 
Bird Clinic P.C., and from 1997 to 199 she also 
served as consulting veterinarian for Phillips 
Park Zoo of Aurora, Ill.
about this work, that stimulates enthusiasm 
from students.”
In 1975, legislation was enacted that gave 
incentive to standardbred and thoroughbred 
breeders and the number of horses bred in Illi-
nois grew at a phenomenal rate. This develop-
ment ﬁt with his theriogenology interests and 
led to his reputation as an equine reproduction 
specialist.
Dr. Lock has maintained relationships with 
breeding farms throughout the state and has 
been integral to the breeding program run by 
the campus’s Animal Sciences Department.
His service to the campus includes his 
guiding role on the Institutional Animal Care 
and Use Committee for more than 15 years. 
Over the past year he was the interim attend-
ing veterinarian for agricultural animals on 
campus, a position that has since been taken 
on by Dr. Dawn Morin.
But teaching remains the hallmark of his 
career. “The most rewarding part has been 
the recognition received as a teacher,” he says, 
noting with characteristic understatement: 
“Students have been very generous with teach-
ing awards.” 
The longtime adviser to the Illinois 
Student Chapter of the American Veterinary 
Medical Association has collected the Carl 
J. Norden Distinguished Teacher Award, 
the College Teaching Excellence Award, and 
the Chicago Veterinary Medical Association 
Outstanding Instructor Award and has been 
a frequent choice to give commencement and 
senior class addresses.
Dr. Lock plans to continue working with 
breeding farms in Illinois and Indiana, where 
he and his wife, Diann, will be living on a farm 
just south of Bloomington.
“As I’ve said when I’ve given commence-
ment addresses, if I was going to write the 
perfect job description, this would be it. I feel 
fortunate to be able to say that.”
See page 7 for information on a scholar-
ship endowment fund created in honor of Dr. 
Lock. 
New Faces
continued on next page
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Class of 2008
Kicking oﬀ the ﬁrst-year student orientation 
program on August 22 was the annual Blue 
Coat Ceremony, arranged by the Oﬃce of 
Academic and Student Aﬀairs. At the cer-
emony, College faculty formally welcomed the 
Class of 2008 into the veterinary profession 
while students’ families and signiﬁcant others 
watched.
The Class of 2008 is the ﬁrst chosen using 
the revised admissions process designed to 
emphasize personal traits such as creativity, 
service orientation, and problem-solving ability 
as well as life experiences and background. 
Of the 102 students in the class, 79 are 
Illinois residents; 82 are women; and 40 
attended the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign for undergraduate education. 
Non-residents hail from 10 other states and 
Trinidad. The more than 50 undergraduate 
institutions represented span the nation, from 
the University of California to the University 
of Maryland. The mean grade point average of 
the class is 3.5/4.0. 
The class accounts for a total of 87 bach-
elor’s degrees. In addition, four students have 
master’s degrees and one has an MBA. 
There is a 30-year age range in the class, 
with about 10 percent being second-career 
students over age 30. 
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Dr. Manoel 
Tamassia
Assistant Professor, Farm 
Animal Reproduction, Medi-
cine, and Surgery
 DVM, Universidade Estadual 
de Londrina-PR, Brazil, 1988
 MS (theriogenology), University of Missouri-
Columbia, 1993
 Education Commission for Foreign Veterinary 
Graduates certiﬁcate, 1994
 PhD, Institute National Agronomique Prais-
Grignon, Paris, France, 2003
Research interests: Bovine reproduction, as well 
as reproduction in horses and small ruminants; 
embryo biotechnology and in vitro fertilization; 
male infertility.
Dr. Tamassia speaks Portuguese, French, and 
English. Cow infertility and embryo produc-
tion are chief among his clinical interests, 
although he says, “Embryo-related problems 
in any species interest me. Assisted reproduc-
tion techniques, including embryo collections, 
embryo freezing, in vitro fertilization, and 
cloning, should be available soon through our 
laboratory.” His outside interests include car 
races, basketball, soccer, and ﬁshing.
Dr. Karen Terio
Veterinary Zoo and Wildlife 
Pathologist, Zoological Pathol-
ogy; Clinical Assistant Profes-
sor, Comparative Pathology
 DVM, Tufts University, 
Grafton, Mass. 
 PhD, University of California-Davis
 Dipl., American College of Veterinary Patholo-
gists
Professional interests: Disease pathogenesis in 
wildlife species, particularly carnivores; physi-
ological eﬀect of stress. Currently investigat-
ing Helicobacter gastritis in free-ranging and 
captive cheetahs and the role of piroplasm 
co-infections in determining CDV mortality in 
lions within the Serengeti ecosystem.
Dr. Terio was previously on faculty at the Uni-
versity of California at Davis School of Veteri-
nary Medicine as a lecturer for Zoo and Wildlife 
Pathology. She says, “I am enjoying working 
with the extraordinary diversity of species 
within the collections of the Chicago Zoologi-
cal Society’s Brookﬁeld Zoo, John G. Shedd 
Aquarium, and Lincoln Park Zoo.”
Cheryl Weber
Client Counselor Specialist, 
Veterinary Teaching Hospital
 Master of Social Work, Uni-
versity of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign
 JD, University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign
 MBA, University of Illinois at Urbana-Cham-
paign
Professional interests: The human-animal bond; 
pet loss bereavement issues.
A licensed social worker, she has spent the past 
10 years specializing in hospice care for termi-
nally ill patients in a 9-county area served by 
OSF Hospice, Pontiac, Ill. In addition to working 
in the teaching hospital, Weber will teach a 
class on grief and bereavement and serve as 
adviser to the CARE Pet Loss Helpline (www.
cvm.uiuc.edu/care/).
Greg Youngen
Veterinary Medicine Librarian 
and Associate Professor of 
Library Administration
 Master’s in Library Science, 
Indiana University, Bloom-
ington, 1983
Professional interests: Managing the transition 
to electronic media; educating users on access-
ing accurate information; ensuring access to 
critical information, for example, by negotiat-
ing to gain access to the medical materials 
available at the University of Illinois at Chicago.
Previously the physics and astronomy librarian 
on the University of Illinois campus, Youngen 
became head of the veterinary medicine 
library in January. He says, “In a medical library 
situation, there can be an urgency to informa-
tion needs. It could be a matter of life or death.” 
He is also active in the Kickapoo Mountain Bike 
Club and a competitive cycling team he joined 
a few years ago. 
New Faces, continued from page 11
Congratulations, 2004 Graduates!
Dr. Anne Barger, veterinary pathobiology, was selected by the students 
to give the address at the May 16 commencement ceremony. Dr. Allan 
Paul, associate dean for public engagement, gave the welcome, and Dr. 
Wesley Bieritz, president of the Illinois State Veterinary Medical Asso-
ciation, oﬀered greetings from that organization. Dr. Ron Gill gave the 
ISVMA Award to valedictorian Jeremy Larson, and Dr. Gerald Pijan-
owski, associate dean for academic and student aﬀairs, gave the Carrie 
McGreevy Award to salutatorian Christopher Stauthammer.
The College granted 98 Doctor of Veterinary Medicine degrees as 
well as the following master’s and PhD degrees:
Department of Veterinary 
Biosciences
Master of Science
Kevin Freise
Srinivasa Mantena
Vimal Selvaraj
Doctor of Philosophy
Windy Marie Dean-Colomb
Department of Veterinary 
Clinical Medicine
Master of Science
Matthew Bischoﬀ
Barret Bulmer
Aimie Doyle
Robert Prosek
Ruth-Anne Richter
Department of Veterinary 
Pathobiology
Master of Science
Jennifer Ann Nuessen
Doctor of Philosophy
Brian Norris Bailey
Alexander Welker Biondo
Parley Dehlin Fillmore
Clayton Baron Green
Kathryn Antoinette Kalivoda
Peter John Rohloﬀ  
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Student Awards
Veterinary Students 
Receive Awards 
and Scholarships 
At an April 17 ceremony more than $280,000 
in scholarships and awards was given to 134 
veterinary students. We deeply thank all those 
who contribute to these awards, which are 
crucial for encouraging and rewarding our 
students.
Eight new awards were given:
Mary L. Brundage Scholarships 
for Veterinary Students
The late Mrs. Mary L. Brundage, a resident of 
Winnebago County, Ill., bequeathed a portion 
of her estate to fund two $3,000 scholarships 
for veterinary students who are natives of 
Winnebago County. Mrs. Brundage was a life-
long animal lover whose veterinarian was an 
Illinois alumnus. The winners were Nicholas 
Guedet and Jonathan Hall.
Corkscrew Wine 
Emporium Award
Sara Fiocchi received this award of $3,029 
for a third-year veterinary student with an 
interest in cardiology and plans to pursue a 
small animal practice. It was funded through a 
charity event hosted by the Corkscrew Wine 
Emporium in Urbana.
Hill’s Student Feeding 
Committee Awards
These $1,000 awards went to veterinary 
students who purchase food through the 
Hill’s feeding program at the College. Holly 
Ford, Jacqueline Kottenstette, Sara Schultz, 
and Suzanne Virant were selected by random 
drawing of all participating students, divided 
by class year. Hill’s Pet Nutrition donates its 
products, which are sold at reduced prices to 
faculty, staﬀ, and students so that proceeds 
may be distributed by the student-run Hill’s 
Student Feeding Committee to make a posi-
tive impact on the veterinary school experi-
ence. 
Jester Scholarships in 
Veterinary Medicine
The late Mrs. June Harms, of Belvidere, Ill., 
established these scholarships through a 
generous estate gift in honor not only of her 
kennel, Jester Standard Schnauzers, but also 
her longtime veterinarian, Dr. Gene Gambrel. 
The scholarships for male veterinary students 
who are Illinois residents with plans to pursue 
careers in mixed animal veterinary practice pay 
entirely for third- or fourth-year tuition and 
fees. They went to Lucas Stahlheber, Allen 
Walter, and David Yenerich.
Dr. J. Wayne Rehn Scholarship
This endowed scholarship was created in 
recognition of the career achievements of Dr. 
J. Wayne Rehn (DVM ’61) in private practice 
and at the American Veterinary Medical Asso-
ciation/Professional Liability Insurance Trust. 
Dr. Rehn, his wife, Jean, and their children 
are great supporters of the College and its 
programs. A ﬁrst-year veterinary student with 
a rural background and involvement in 4-H 
or FFA who has a sincere interest pursuing 
a career in rural veterinary medicine receives 
$500. The 2004 winner was Cynthia Schlund.
Simmons & Associates 
Educational Trust Fund Awards
These $500 awards, sponsored by a national 
ﬁrm specializing exclusively in veterinary 
practice sales, appraisals, and negotiations, 
recognize students who are eﬀective leaders 
and communicators with interest in the busi-
ness of veterinary practice, and who are ethical, 
self-directed, and team players. Kelly Morgan 
and Romanie Walter received the awards.
Tony Peña Solomon Oncology 
Excellence Award
Given by Dr. Glen and Mrs. Cynthia Solomon 
from Oak Brook, Ill., in memory of their 
beloved canine companion, Tony Peña, this 
$100 award went to Kathleen Larson, a 
fourth-year student with demonstrated excel-
lence in oncology. 
Special Student Award
In appreciation of the good work of the teach-
ing hospital’s medical records department, an 
anonymous referring veterinarian gave this 
one-time $500 award for a fourth-year student 
with ﬁnancial need. The recipient was Jennifer 
Burggraf.
George H. Alexander Memorial 
Scholarship  
Emily Tucker
American Animal Hospital 
Association Award 
Christopher Stauthammer
American Association of Feline 
Practitioners’ Student Award 
Holene Meuser
American College of Veterinary 
Radiology Award 
Nathan Kice
American College of Veterinary 
Surgeons Awards 
Jill Muno, Large Animal Surgery 
Jeremy Larson, Small Animal Surgery
Auxiliary to the American Veterinary 
Medical Association Award 
Matthew Allender
Bil•Jac Student Scholarship in 
Nutrition 
Sara Fiocchi
Dr. Loyd E. Boley Scholarship 
Angela Haag
Dr. and Mrs. Wally Brandt 
Scholarship 
Andrea Weidner
Dr. and Mrs. Marvin Case 
Scholarships 
Kevin Lewis 
Lyn Wancket
Chicago Veterinary Medical 
Association President’s Scholastic 
Award 
Nathan Kice
Chicago Veterinary Medical 
Association Scholarship 
Cynthia Olsen
Class of 1952 Food Animal 
Scholarship 
Andrew Hubner
Class of 1983 Endowment 
Scholarships 
Carla Pfeiﬀer 
Amy Podhrasky
Loren Lee Cluster Scholarships 
Adam Conroy 
Susan Shack
College of Veterinary Medicine 
Awards for Academic Excellence
Class of 2004 
First: Jeremy Larson 
Second: Christopher Stauthammer 
Third: Kimberly Stevenson-Beck
Class of 2005 
First: Susan Shack 
Second: Jennifer Steele 
Third: Paula Davis 
Class of 2006 
First: Claire Ojala 
 Lyn Wancket 
 Tige Witsberger 
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Illinois Academy of Veterinary 
Medicine Continuing Education 
Award  
Molita Birchen
Illinois Reptile and Amphibian 
Medicine Award  
Steven Neihaus
Illinois Veterinary Medical Alumni 
Association Award  
Nathan Kice
Lily Ireland Scholarship 
Christina Comm
Professor Virginia R. Ivens 
Scholarship  
Jennifer Burggraf 
Maritess Tinio  
Kimberly Wu
Kankakee River Valley Kennel Club 
Award  
Deborah Stepp
Dr. Edward C. Khuen Memorial 
Award  
Jeremy Larson
Dr. Anthony T. Kremer Scholarship 
for Small Animal Medicine and 
Surgery  
Adam Conroy
Dr. Vaylord D. Ladwig Memorial 
Scholarship  
Lianne Carr
Lake County Humane Society 
Scholarships  
Cynthia Chesters 
Linea Richards 
David Shapiro
Bill Lang Wildlife Memorial 
Scholarship 
Kate Brown
Patricia Lawrence Memorial 
Scholarship  
John Green
Tanner Leong Memorial Award  
Debra Jackson
Dr. Roger P. and Marjorie Link 
Scholarship  
Nicole DiGiacomo
Little Fort Kennel Club of Waukegan 
Scholarship  
Amanda Evans
Dr. Heidi Lott Memorial Award  
Jennifer Ebener
Dr. William Magrane Clinical 
Ophthalmology Award  
Amy Thompson
Dr. Patrick C. Matchette Scholarship  
Heather Labelle
Mattoon Kennel Club Scholarship  
Nedra Barksdale
Dr. and Mrs. David McConnell 
Scholarship  
Lyn Wancket
McLaughlin Family Scholarship 
Diana McMahon
Dr. Beryl D. and Renee Mell Awards  
Jessica Graves 
Jessica Koss 
Dr. Sandra Manfra-Marretta
Merck Veterinary Manual Awards  
Heather Adams 
Jeremy Larson 
Kathleen Muravnick  
Rebecca Newman 
Lisa Scott 
Christopher Stauthammer 
Kimberly Stevenson-Beck  
Amy Sultenfuss
Dr. Christopher Moberly Scholarship 
William Lanier
Tanner and Holly Munday 
Scholarship 
Rebekah Swerdon
Nestlé Purina Pet Care Award for 
Excellence in Companion Animal 
Nutrition  
Lyndsey Smith
North American Veterinary 
Conference Award 
April Finan
OTS Service Awards  
Tracy Birchﬁeld 
Lisa Cieply 
Ryan Llera 
Jennifer Schultz
Pﬁzer Veterinary Student Award  
James Sprole
Severn Provus and Birdell Eck 
Provus Scholarship  
Mary Ubatuba
Dr. Lester Puhse Memorial Award  
Tige Witsberger
Charles Renegar Family Scholarship 
Judilee Marrow
Dr. Harry Reynolds Pathology Award 
Claire Ojala
Dr. J.E. Salsbury Scholarships 
Shannon Bielke  
Luke Borst 
Laura Brazelton  
Erika Dahlgren 
Rebecca Dieter  
Kyle Drake 
Margaret Gruen  
Todd Horowitz 
Timothy Koors  
Jacqueline Kottenstette 
Jennifer Schultz  
Rebekah Swerdon 
Emily Tucker  
Angela Vogl 
Kirsten Vruwink
Dr. Jesse Sampson Awards 
Claire Ojala 
Lyn Wancket
Sandrik Family Scholarships  
Rebecca Campbell 
Jennifer Steele
Scamps Top Herder Memorial Award 
William Lanier
Dr. Erwin Small Scholarships  
April Finan 
Jennifer Harrison 
Ryan Llera 
Amy Wolf
Small Animal Executive Veterinary 
Program Scholarship 
William Lanier
Sonata and Dvorak Behavioral 
Medicine Scholarship 
Sara Ford
Sophie’s and Gypsy’s Golden Heart 
Awards 
Sophie’s: Michelle Mueller 
Gypsy’s: Christopher Stauthammer
Southern Illinois Veterinary Medical 
Association Scholarships  
Greg Habing 
Amy Podhrasky 
Lynette Wellen
Dr. Donald W. Spencer Memorial 
Scholarship 
Marsha Thompson
Stadheim Foundation Veterinary 
Scholarship 
Shahrzad Heidari
Dr. Thomas B. Steﬀen Scholarship 
Anthony Cappa
Students for Equal Access to 
Learning Scholarship 
Nicole McGee
Carl and Libbie Thetford Scholarship 
David Murdach
Edith Tomlinson Award  
Susan Oliver
University Honors—Bronze Tablet 
Award  
Christopher Couri
VCA Animal Hospitals Student 
Scholarships 
Paula Roney 
Allen Walter
Veterinary Emergency and Critical 
Care Awards 
Nathan Kice 
Holene Meuser
Kathleen Werner Memorial 
Scholarship  
Staci Lund
Western States Veterinary 
Conference Scholarship 
Rebekah Swerdon
Wheaton Kennel Club Scholarship 
Tegan Fuller  
Second: Anthony Cappa 
Third: Christopher Couri 
 Kristopher DeYoung
Class of 2007 
First: Paul Augustine 
 Kimberly Bielarczyk 
 Katherine Brix 
 Tamara Gossman 
 Nicholas Guedet  
 Jonathan Hall 
 Cristina Hansen 
 Kristina Kalivoda 
 Kathleen Kersey 
 Judilee Marrow 
 Nicole McGee 
 Stephanie Nelson 
 Linea Richards 
 Stephanie Schoepfer-Grosskurth 
Second: Erin O’Connor 
Third: Kristin Amos 
 Kimberly Boudreau 
 Jami Fourez 
 Kathryn Heigel  
 Quinn King 
 Alix Partnow 
 Wendy Probst 
 Kerry Rissetto 
 Cynthia Schlund 
 David Shapiro 
 Elena Young
Lisa Coole Memorial Scholarships  
Thomas Satkus 
Daniel Skirvin
Dr. Richard E. Dierks Veterinary 
Alumni Fund Scholarships  
Claire Ojala 
Elysia Schaefer 
Stephanie Schoepfer-Grosskurth
Dr. Joseph L. Dorner Awards  
Kathleen Larson 
Ingrid Peterson
Dr. Walter and Mary Lou 
Fehrenbacher Scholarship  
Brian Payne
Alice H. Fruit Memorial Scholarship 
Paula Davis
Anna M. Gulick Scholarship 
Margaret Gruen
Dr. H.J. Hardenbrook Equine 
Scholarships  
Jessica Dunbar  
Emily Tucker
Dr. Allan H. Hart Scholarship  
P.J. Klopfenstein
Dr. and Mrs. Lloyd Helper Veterinary 
Student and Faculty Collegiality 
Awards  
Elena Young 
Dr. Ronald Smith
Hill’s Buddy Award  
Michéle Forbes
Dr. H. Preston Hoskins Scholarship  
Jason Smith
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Kudos
Dr. Michael Adkes-
son, small animal 
intern, spoke on meta-
bolic bone disease in 
captive Humboldt 
penguins at a meeting 
of the American 
Association of Zoo 
Veterinarians in Sep-
tember. He received 
a grant to collect data 
for the validation of 
the i-STAT portable 
clinical analyzer for blood gas parameters and blood pH in wild and captive 
bottlenose dolphins. Dr. Adkesson is shown above (in the center in a white 
hat) collecting data from a wild dolphin. Dr. Jennifer Langan, veterinary 
clinical medicine, is his mentor for the project.
Dr. Peter Constable, veterinary clinical medicine, was an invited speaker 
at the Dairy Health Management Certiﬁcate Program at the Ontario 
Veterinary College in Guelph, Canada, in May. He spoke on resuscitating 
newborn calves, the diagnosis and treatment of calf diarrhea, and managing 
the impact of calf diarrhea.
 In June he was an invited speaker at the American College of Veterinary 
Internal Medicine meeting in Minneapolis, where he spoke on abomasal 
emptying in calves. Dr. Constable also spoke at the 23rd World Buiatrics 
Congress in Quebec, Canada, in August on acid-base disturbances in calves.
Dr. Larry Firkins, veterinary pathobiology, spoke on business and people 
management to students at the veterinary colleges at Michigan State, 
Wisconsin, and Missouri last spring and will be heading to Purdue, Kansas 
State and North Carolina later this academic year through his work 
with the American Association of Swine Veterinarians student outreach 
program. 
 He also organized a training session for veterinarians to become accred-
ited in the USDA’s Trichinae Certiﬁcation Program Pilot at the College in 
August. 
Dr. Dominique Griﬀon, veterinary clinical medicine, presented the 
results of her research on cartilage engineering at the scientiﬁc meeting of 
the Veterinary Orthopedic Society in March. Her invited presentations, 
in the Czech Republic, on hip and elbow dysplasia were gathered in a 
book published in Czech. In July, she presented in Prague at the scientiﬁc 
meeting of the European College of Veterinary Surgeons. In October, she 
presented the results of her collaborative research on biomaterials and her 
clinical research on patella luxation at the scientiﬁc meeting of the American 
College of Veterinary Surgeons in Denver and at the international meeting 
of the Orthopedic Research Society in Canada.
Dr. Rex Hess, veterinary biosciences, presented at the International Con-
gress on Animal Reproduction in Porto Seguro, Brazil, in August. In Febru-
ary and March he was an invited speaker on such topics as histopathological 
evaluation of the testis and estrogen in the male at Abbott Laboratories, 
Chicago, and the University of Missouri, Columbia.
Dr. Ann Johnson, veterinary clinical medicine, was an invited speaker at 
the inaugural meeting of the diplomats of the American College of Veteri-
nary Surgeons, held in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, in July, and at the 12th Annual 
Complete Course on External Fixation held in September at Iowa State 
University, Ames. 
Daniel Lewart, senior research programmer, is vice-president of C-U 
Smokefree Alliance, a community group that is working to have the cities 
of Champaign and Urbana adopt smoke-free ordinances for all workplaces 
and public places.
Dr. Quanxi Li, research scientist in veterinary biosciences, received a travel 
grant from the Endocrine Society to present an abstract at the society’s 
annual meeting in New Orleans.
Dr. Srinivasa Mantena, predoctoral fellow in veterinary biosciences, 
received a Lalor Foundation travel grant to present an abstract at the 2004 
Annual Meeting of the Society for the Study of Reproduction in August. 
Dr. Steven Marks, veterinary clinical medicine, provided three hours of 
lecture and four hours of lab at the International Veterinary Emergency and 
Critical Care Society meeting in San Diego in September. He was recently 
elected president-elect for the Eastern Illinois Veterinary Medical Associa-
tion.
Dr. Christine Merle, assistant dean of public engagement, received the 
2004 Illinois State Veterinary Medical Association Erwin Small First 
Decade Award in recognition of contributions to and participation in orga-
nized veterinary medicine. She was nominated by the Chicago VMA.
 In addition, she recently spoke on practice management topics at meet-
ings of the Greater Rockford VMA, the Eastern Illinois VMA, and the 
annual meeting of the American Animal Hospital Association. 
 She currently chairs the Career Development Committee of the Asso-
ciation of Veterinary Practice Management Consultants and Advisors, 
serves on the board of directors of the Illinois State VMA, and serves as 
special presidential adviser to the Student American VMA president Elysia 
Schaefer, Class of 2005. 
Comprehensive Textbook Designed 
for Companion Animal Courses 
Dr. Karen Campbell, veterinary clinical medicine, co-authored 
a textbook entitled Companion Animals: Their Biology, Care, 
Health and Management in response to the demand for college-
level courses that teach various aspects of both pet ownership 
and pet-related careers. The 25-chapter book was published by 
Pearson Prentice Hall.
Dr. Campbell teamed up with two others to compile the book: 
her father, John R. Campbell, former president of Oklahoma 
State University and former dean of the College of Agriculture 
at Illinois; and James E. Corbin, former animal nutritionist with 
Ralston Purina and founder in 1973 of the companion animal 
program in the campus’s Department of Animal Sciences.
“Our goal was to cover as much of the companion animal 
industry as possible. We wanted the book to show the breadth of 
opportunities that are available to students who study in compan-
ion animal biology programs,” says Dr. Campbell. 
Eleven veterinarians contributed to the book, which was 
conceived during an academic discussion in July 2002 at the 
joint annual meeting of the American Dairy Science Association, 
American Society of Animal Science and the Canadian Society of 
Animal Science. —excerpted from a story by Jim Barlow. 
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Judy Mewes, secretary in veterinary biosciences, graduated from Eastern 
Illinois University, cum laude, on May 8, 2004.
Dr. Gay Miller, veterinary pathobiology, spoke on the costs and beneﬁts of 
antibiotic use in food animals at the Society for Risk Analysis in Washing-
ton, D.C., in September. She also spoke on antibiotic use in food animals at 
the Iowa Food Safety Symposium in October.
Dr. Fred Troutt, veterinary clinical medicine, was selected to chair the 
AVMA Steering Committee on Antimicrobial Resistance for 2004-05.
Dr. Petra Volmer, veterinary biosciences, was quoted in the October 2004 
issue of Dog Fancy and the July 12, 2004, issue of First for Women on the Go 
regarding toxicity in companion animals of common household substances.
Dr. Humphrey Yao, veterinary biosciences, was one of 41 recipients, 
selected from 210 candidates, of the Basil O’Connor Starter Scholar 
Research Award. The award, a $150,000 grant from the March of Dimes 
Birth Defect Foundation, supports junior investigators whose work prom-
ises insight into the causes of human birth defects. 
 Dr. Yao was also appointed lecturer for the Frontier in Reproduc-
tion (FIR), an international intensive course held annually at the Marine 
Biological Laboratory in Woods Hole, Mass., and appointed adviser for 
the Trainee Aﬀair Committee for the Society for the Study of Reproduc-
tion. He was invited to speak recently at the Feinberg School of Medicine, 
Northwestern University, Chicago, and the Institute of Molecular Biology 
in the Academia Sinica, Taipei, Taiwan.
Dr. Federico Zuckermann, veterinary pathobiology, served on the orga-
nizing committee of the 7th International Veterinary Immunology Sympo-
sium held in July in Quebec City, Canada. He chaired the session on swine 
immunology and gave a presentation on allogeneic and viral antigens. In 
September he spoke on immunity to Porcine Reproductive and Respiratory 
Syndrome at the Semana Nacional del Ganado Porcino in Lorca, Murcia, 
Spain. 
Student news
Several students, including (from 
left) Paula Roney, Kate Brucker, 
Lindsay Weirich, Emily 
Wheeler, and Nina Hansen, as 
well as Roseann Meccoli (seated) 
represented the Wildlife Medical 
Clinic at the Renaissance Fair 
held at the Champaign County 
Fair Grounds in September. “They 
donned period clothing to impart thee truth and sell thee wares of the 
Wildlife Medical Clinic,” reports WMC medical director, Dr. Julia Whit-
tington.
Jason Bleedorn, Class of 2005, recently completed an externship at VCA 
Emergency Animal Hospital and Referral Center in San Diego, Calif., 
working primarily on the emergency service for small animal and exotics 
patients.
Luke Borst, dual DVM/PhD candidate in veterinary pathobiology, pre-
sented a poster on quantitative real-time PCR assay for detecting Leptospira 
spp. at the student research poster session during the annual convention of 
the American Veterinary Medical Association in July.
Four Illinois veterinary students from the Class of 2006—
Tracey Davis, Rebecca Rader, Maritess Tinio, and Amy 
Wolf—were among only nine U.S. veterinary students who 
attended the 53rd Annual Congress of the International Vet-
erinary Students Association in Chile from July 19 to 30. More 
than 100 students participated in daily meetings regarding the 
development of IVSA, lectures from the veterinary faculty on 
Chilean animal production practices and wildlife conservation, 
travel throughout the country, and cultural exchange activities. 
During the meeting, Davis, who is president of the Illinois 
chapter of the ISVA, was elected trustee of the international 
group. She is the only American on the board. Her role is to 
work with the executive board to run IVSA and to work with the 
ISVA Development Fund, which raises money for underprivi-
leged veterinary schools. She is also working on an animal welfare 
project. 
The Illinois students report having amazing experiences, and 
even more students are planning to attend next year’s congress, 
which will take place in Austria and Slovenia. 
Rebecca Rader (second from left) and Tracey Davis (second from right) 
enjoy a beach in Valparaiso, Chile, with veterinary students from Austria, 
Scotland, Belgium, Sweden, and Macedonia.
Veterinary Report • Fall 2004 1&
Continued on next page
A
m
y 
W
ol
f
Kelli Kramer, Class of 2007, completed a 4-week externship at Dixon 
Springs Agricultural Center last summer under the direction of center 
veterinarian Dr. Karla Hart. “They had great patience and let us participate 
in everything: processing piglets and calves, breeding, examinations, treat-
ments, and restraining,” says Kramer.
Brianne McLaughlin, Class of 2006, spoke with animal owners about pet 
loss and grief at the Canine Wellness Day in Bloomington, Ill., in Septem-
ber. McLaughlin is student director of the C.A.R.E. Pet Loss Helpline.
Derek Paul, Class of 2007, has been awarded the student manager posi-
tion at the Wildlife Medical Clinic.
Danny Skirvin, Class of 2006, spent his summer as an intern at the Point 
Deﬁance Zoo and Aquarium in Tacoma, Wash., and at the Woodland Park 
Zoo in Seattle, Wash. He worked with a wide variety of animals, doing 
everything from husbandry to blood draws to attending executive board 
meetings to playing with black rhinos. He also spent time at the Vancouver 
Aquarium in British Columbia and the Oregon Zoo in Portland. 
Kudos, continued
Report from Brookﬁeld Zoo
Dr. Jennifer Langan provided this recap of the work of seven 
senior veterinary students who completed a rotation at the zoo in 
2004. Six students have scheduled rotations there for 2005. Dr. 
Langan (DVM ’96) is a visiting clinical assistant professor who 
directs the College’s program in zoo medicine and who has a joint 
appointment at the Brookﬁeld Zoological Society.
(Note: Dr. Langan is on maternity leave until January. She and 
her husband, Dr. George Langan [DVM ’96], had a son, Joshua 
Robert, on September 24.)
Rachael Beard researched methods of reversible contracep-
tion and the complications that have been reported with various 
therapies in zoological species and presented on the current 
species recommendations.
Jennifer Ebener reviewed current and historical baboon 
medical records to review the epidemiology of endometriosis, and 
she researched current therapy for endometriosis in women. Her 
work has led to collaborations with human reproductive special-
ists at Loyola Medical Center.
Erin McDermott participated in several dolphin medical cases 
and presented a review of bottlenose dolphin diseases for the 
marine mammal 
and hospital staﬀ.
Jennifer 
Schultz did a 
retrospective 
study, reviewing 
necropsy reports 
from feral rac-
coons found on 
the zoo grounds 
over the past 8 
years, to identify 
infectious disease risks to the zoo’s animal collection.
Jenny Shader was involved in several ferret cases that required 
intensive care. She compiled a review of common diseases in 
domestic ferrets for her presentation. 
Jennifer Steele researched reversible contraceptive therapies 
as an alternative to surgical sterilization for a female Western 
grey kangaroo that has had poor reproductive success raising her 
young. 
Katrina Tremlova, who hopes to go into exotic animal prac-
tice, researched anesthesia and peri-operative care in lizards. 
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The Student Veterinary Emergency and Critical Care Society 
arranged for members of the College community to receive car-
diopulmonary resuscitation training on September 18. Partici-
pants learned human adult, pediatric, and infant CPR and also 
received instruction on the use of the new automatic external 
deﬁbrillators recently installed throughout the College with 
funding from the Hill’s Student Feeding Committee.
“In just one Saturday morning, these students and faculty 
members learned basic lifesaving skills,” notes Katie Heigel, 
Class of 2007, who serves as SVECCS president. Heigel, an 
emergency medical technician, is also spearheading an eﬀort to 
identify College personnel or students who are certiﬁed in CPR 
so they can be located in case of emergency.  
Katrina Tremlova watches Dr. Langan examine a 
cygnet.
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Auxiliary Presents Scholarships 
During the Fall Conference alumni awards 
presentation, three Illinois veterinary students 
received $1,000 scholarships from the Aux-
iliary to the Illinois State Veterinary Medical 
Association. They are Claire Ojala, Class of 
2006, and Jason Wrage, Class of 2007 (both 
at right in photo) and Lynette Wellen, Class 
of 2006 (front center). On hand to present 
the scholarships were three members of the 
Scholarship Committee, Kelli Nichols (front 
left), Kay Armbruster, and Chris Fairbrother, 
as well as Patty Herath, Auxiliary President.
Also on October 14, the Auxiliary hosted 
an open house at the College for veterinary 
students and their signiﬁcant others. Chris 
Fairbrother and Lois Meerdink organized the 
event. 
The 2005 Alumni Association board 
members took oﬃce in October with 
the goal of improving alumni commu-
nications. You can look for messages 
from us in Veterinary Report, on the 
College alumni Web page (www.cvm.
uiuc.edu/advancement/alumni.html), 
and through the College’s monthly 
email newsletters. To be sure we reach 
you, please update your email address 
and contact information through 
the form below or send a message to 
advancement@cvm.uiuc.edu. 
Alumni bring valuable energy to the 
College through recruiting, mentor-
ing, fund-raising, and other outreach 
activities.
We hope you will share your ideas 
and comments with any member of the 
alumni board. (See the article on page 7 
for their names.)
Sincerely,
Andrew Lucyshyn, president
Chuck Wiedmeyer, past-president 
Greetings
We want to hear from you! 
Your fellow alumni, as well as the College of Veterinary Medicine, want to ﬁnd out 
what has been happening in your life. Send your news to be included in Veterinary 
Report, which is mailed three times a year and is also available online at www.cvm.
uiuc.edu/vetreport/. Email your updates to editor@cvm.uiuc.edu or mail or fax this 
handy form.
NAME:  _________________________________________________________________________________
YEAR(S) OF GRADUATION AND DEGREE(S) EARNED:  ______________________________________
ADDRESS:  ______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
CITY  ___________________________________  STATE _______ ZIP  ________________________
TELEPHONE: ( ___________ )  _____________________________________________________________
E-MAIL:  ________________________________________________________________________________
(We will send you our monthly electronic newsletter, Illinois VetNews. If you prefer 
not to receive it, check here: ❑ )
News about you (attach other sheets if necessary): 
..........................................?
..........................................?
..........................................?
..........................................?
..........................................?
..........................................?
..........................................?
  
Mail or fax this form to: University of Illinois College of 
Veterinary Medicine Advancement Oﬃce, 3505 VMBSB, 
2001 S. Lincoln Ave., Urbana, IL 61802; fax: 217/333-
4628.
Sponsors Help 
Bring Speakers to 
Fall Conference 
More than 350 practitioners, current and 
emeritus faculty members, students, and 
others attended the 85th Annual Fall Confer-
ence for Veterinarians on October 14 and 15. 
It marked the ﬁrst time that the conference 
was supported by corporate sponsorship of 
speakers, including Dr. Richard Ford, profes-
sor of internal medicine at North Carolina 
State University, sponsored by Merial; Karyn 
Gavzer, certiﬁed veterinary practice manager 
and business consultant, sponsored by Hill’s 
Pet Nutrition; Dr. Karl Salzsieder, consultant 
veterinarian and attorney with Salzsieder 
Consulting and Legal Service, sponsored by 
Veterinary Pet Insurance; and the College’s 
own Drs. Dianne Dunning, Kurt Grimm, and 
Steve Marks, sponsored by Pﬁzer. 
Dr. Nigel Cook, University of Wisconsin 
School of Veterinary Medicine, and Dr. Bill 
Hollis, swine veterinary consultant with Car-
thage Veterinary Service, were sponsored by 
the Class of 1962 Endowment Fund and the 
Dr. LeRoy Biehl Endowment Fund, respec-
continued on page 37
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Alumni News
Class of 1954 Celebrates 
50th Reunion
On September 22 and 23, ten members of the 
Class of 1954 and their spouses returned to 
Urbana for their 50th class reunion. The group 
got a tour of College facilities from a current 
student, viewed the main campus, lunched at 
Dean Herb Whiteley’s house, and spent plenty 
of time reminiscing over dinner.
Swine EVP Seminar
A reunion for the graduates of the Swine Execu-
tive Veterinary Programs was slated for Novem-
ber 10 in Ames, Iowa. The professional program 
was organized by and almost entirely presented 
by EVP alumni. Dr. Larry Firkins (DVM ’86, 
MBA ’01) covered people management and Drs. 
Lisa Becton, Max Rodibaugh, Bill Johnson, 
Doug King, Clark Huinker, and Jim Lowe 
presented on practical responses to Porcine 
Reproductive and Respiratory Syndrome. Invited 
speaker Dr. Glen Grimes, professor emeritus at 
the University of Missouri, lectured on the future 
of the U.S. pork industry.
Dr. Clarence Rawlings 
(DVM ’67), recently 
retired as professor, chief 
of staﬀ of surgery, and 
department head after 
30 years at the University 
of Georgia College of 
Veterinary Medicine, 
Athens, Ga., received 
the 2004 AKC Career Achievement Award in 
Canine Research, in recognition of extraordinary 
contributions in the ﬁeld of canine research, at 
the annual convention of the American Veteri-
nary Medical Association. 
 Dr. Rawlings has held all oﬃces on the Board 
of Regents of the American College of Veteri-
nary Surgeons, including president. In 2003 
he received the prestigious Fido Award from 
AVMA for outstanding contributions to canine 
medicine. He also received a Creative Research 
Medal from the University of Georgia and the 
Hospital Outstanding Service Award in 2003 for 
his dedication to teaching and service. 
Dr. Robert Poppenga (DVM ’78, PhD ’87) 
has accepted a position as professor of veterinary 
toxicology at the School of Veterinary Medicine 
at the University of California-Davis. He is also 
the senior toxicologist for the California Animal 
Health and Food Safety Laboratory System. Dr. 
Poppenga is a diplomate and past-president of 
the American Board of Veterinary Toxicology.
Dr. Donal Ernat (DVM ’85) and his wife, 
Christine, of Lombard, Ill., announce the birth 
of Sarah Elizabeth on May 19, 2004. Sarah joins 
siblings Rebekah, Matthew, and Andrew. Dr. 
Ernat is an associate veterinarian at Arlington 
Park Veterinary Hospital in Rolling Meadows.
Dr. J. Daniel Brogdon, who completed an 
ophthalmology residency and master’s degree at 
the College in 1986, was named the 2004 Vet-
erinarian of the Year, by the Florida Veterinary 
Medical Association. Dr. Brogdon is president 
and chief ophthalmologist at the Jacksonville 
Animal Eye Clinic, with clinics in Jacksonville, 
Orange Park, Tallahassee, Daytona Beach, and 
Pensacola, Fla., and in Savannah, Ga.
Dr. Lisa Wardisiani (DVM ’00) and her 
husband John, of Park Ridge, Ill., announce the 
birth of their ﬁrst child, Grace Katherine, born 
April 12, 2004. Dr. Wardisiani is an associate 
veterinarian at Riser Animal Hospital in Skokie, 
Ill.
Three Illinois graduates recently accepted posi-
tions at Banﬁeld practices:
 Dr. Theresa Fuess (DVM ’99), in San 
Antonio, Texas.
 Dr. Annmarie Hill (DVM ’01), in Fullerton, 
Calif.
 Dr. Kimberly Stevenson-Beck (DVM 
’04), in Salt Lake City, Utah.
In response to the item entitled “Illinois 
a Tox/Path Powerhouse” that appeared 
in the last issue of Veterinary Report, Dr. 
Robert Poppenga wrote: “Let me list a 
few who should also have been included: 
Dennis Blodgett, Mike Knight, Richard 
Cullison, Michelle Mostrom, Larry 
Thompson, Bill Cook, and … me!” 
 Dr. Val Beasley, veterinary biosciences, 
recently reviewed the list of diplomates of 
the American Board of Veterinary Toxi-
cology and found that 38 of the 129 diplo-
mates have a connection to Illinois and/or 
the Animal Poison Control Center. Here 
are their names:
 Jay Albretsen, Val Beasley, Karyn 
Bischoﬀ, Dennis Blodgett, William 
Buck, William Cook, Robert Coppock, 
David Dorman, Karen Duncan, James 
Fikes, Laurene Fomby, Anthony Frank, 
Francis Galey, Sharon Gwaltney-Brant, 
John Haliburton, Jeﬀery Hall, Steven 
Hansen, William Hare, Stephen Hooser, 
Safdar Khan, Michael Knight, Anita 
Kore, Richard Lambert, Randall Lovell, 
Gavin Meerdink, Carla Morrow, Michelle 
Mostrom, Todd O’Hara, Konnie Plumlee, 
Robert Poppenga, Eric Stair, John Sul-
livan, Stephen Sundlof, Larry Thompson, 
William Valentine, David Villar, Petra 
Volmer, and Tina Wismer. 
Left to right: Drs. Don Strombeck, Tom Gunhouse, 
Hal Heﬀernan, Harold Bahe, Stanley Spesard, Ray 
Taft, John Merrick, James Nadler, Walter Zuschlag, 
and Dave McQueen.
Class of 1960 Visits 
Herriot Country
The Class of 1960 held its 44th consecutive 
reunion in Thirsk, England, the town in which 
Dr. Alf Wight, who wrote under the name James 
Herriot, practiced veterinary medicine. Attend-
ees were treated to a more than two hour discus-
sion with Dr. Jim Wight, son of the famous 
writer. They also visited local venues described in 
the James Herriot books. Attending were (front 
row, from left) Drs. Raymond Husmann, David 
Rash, and Russell Reiling; (second row) Drs. 
Robert Pensinger, Byford Wood, Phillip Watson, 
Ronald Kolar, and Harold James; (back row) Drs. 
Albert Lewis, Harley Schnowske, and Lyndel 
Matthews. Dr. and Mrs. David Rash served as 
hosts for the reunion.
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Dr. Robert Clarkson, a professor who held 
appointments in our veterinary clinical medicine 
and veterinary biosciences departments as well as in 
the Bioengineering Program in the College of Engi-
neering and the Medical Information Science unit 
on the University’s Chicago campus, died August 
13. He earned master’s and PhD degrees in chemis-
try from Princeton University in 1969 and later 
taught at the University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee. 
In 1982 he joined the College faculty, focusing on research into magnetic 
resonance methods. For more than 10 years, he served as co-director of the 
Illinois Electron Paramagnetic Resonance Research Center, a national facil-
ity founded with funds from NIH. He was instrumental in establishing the 
PhD program in the Department of Veterinary Clinical Medicine. 
Dr. John Dickinson (DVM ’63), of Corvallis, Ore., died July 15. He 
served in the Navy during World War II and was a dairy farmer in Illinois 
for seven years before earning a veterinary degree and an additional doctoral 
degree. He was on the faculty of Washington State University for 25 years, 
retiring in 1986.
In Memoriam
Belle Drake, Class of 2007, died July 25 after 
a long battle with cancer. She entered veterinary 
school to pursue her dream of becoming a veteri-
narian, and she is greatly missed by classmates and 
professors who came to cherish her courage, humor, 
and friendship. At a remembrance gathering 
planned for the spring, a tree will be planted on the 
College grounds in her honor.
Wilda Herndon, who retired in 1981 as a laboratory assistant in the Small 
Animal Clinic, died August 18 in Urbana.
Dr. Kenneth Todd, faculty member at the College for 27 years, died 
June 13 in Bozeman, Mont. He earned bachelor’s and master’s degrees in 
zoology from Montana State University and a PhD in zoology from Utah 
State University. In 1967 he joined the faculty at the College of Veterinary 
Medicine, where he eventually served as assistant head, acting head, and 
head of the Department of Veterinary Pathobiology and as co-director of 
the Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory. He served as an adjunct professor at 
Montana State University after retiring in 1994.
Betsy, the blood and rumen-ﬂuid donor cow, died July 31. She was more 
than 15 years old and had lived a long life at the Large Animal Clinic, where 
she enjoyed greeting passersby and being scratched. 
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Join today! A portion of your dues directly beneﬁts the College.
Advancement News
I am very excited to join the College of 
Veterinary Medicine family as assistant dean 
of advancement. I look forward to getting to 
know our many alumni and friends, whose 
support and involvement are deeply appreci-
ated and critical to the continued success of 
the College. 
If you are interested in getting involved 
with the College in some way, please feel free 
to contact me to discuss a variety of potential 
activities. We value the many individuals who 
share their time and expertise to help us in 
so many ways, in addition to those who make 
ﬁnancial contributions.
One important vehicle for support is the 
class endowment. In conjunction with our 
annual “thank you” to donors in this issue 
of Veterinary Report, I’d like to highlight the 
impact that class endowments have on the 
College and to encourage any of you who 
aren’t involved with these endeavors to give 
them some serious thought.
We are fortunate to have four class endow-
ments that have met minimum funding 
levels so that we can use part of the annual 
net income for its intended purpose. These 
four are the Class of 1952 Endowment, the 
Class of 1962 Endowment, the Class of 1963 
Endowment, and the Class of 1983 Endow-
ment. These pooled gift eﬀorts provide award 
and scholarship support to outstanding stu-
dents and also help to defray expenses for Fall 
Conference speakers. 
In addition, the Class of 1975 has begun 
an endowment eﬀort that has not yet met the 
minimum funding level. (You can read about 
Dr. Ron Gill’s motivation for initiating this 
fund on page 25.) And discussions are under 
way with the Classes of 1954, 1974, 1987, and 
2004 to initiate their own endowments.
What many folks do not realize is that 
by pooling resources, a class endowment can 
be created through gifts of as little as $79 per 
individual! Class endowments can also be built 
over time, which may enable individual donors 
to consider making a larger gift stretched over 
a period of 5 to 10 years. 
A student award endowment requires a 
pooled gift of $10,000, whereas a scholar-
ship endowment requires a pooled gift of 
$25,000. However, the amount needed to 
initiate an award on an annual basis while the 
endowment principal is being built is only 
$500. Likewise, the amount needed to initiate 
a scholarship on an annual basis while the 
endowment principal is being built is only 
$1,000. 
Of course, awards and scholarships can 
certainly be funded at amounts larger than 
Class endowment comparison for existing endowments. Participation rates include widows/widowers of 
deceased class members.
these, thereby providing greater support to 
student recipients and decreasing their future 
debt. Today’s graduates leave campus with an 
average debt of about $65,000; any eﬀort to 
alleviate this debt is greatly appreciated.
Matching corporate gifts can also be 
applied toward class endowments (or to any 
other gift designation) and can double or triple 
the impact of an individual gift. If you are 
fortunate to have an employer with a matching 
gift program, please be sure to ﬁle the neces-
sary paperwork whenever you make a gift, 
whether this gift comes to your alma mater 
or is directed somewhere else. If you aren’t 
sure whether your employer has a matching 
gift program, please contact your personnel or 
beneﬁts oﬃce.
We extend our sincere appreciation to 
everyone who has already contributed to these 
class endowments, and we encourage those of 
you who are not already participating to consider 
joining your classmates in these endeavors. 
Alumni from the classes of 1954, 1974, 1987, 
and 2004 should receive information about 
your respective class endowment eﬀort shortly.
If you have any questions or if I can 
be of assistance in any way, please do not 
hesitate to contact me at 217-333-2762 or 
rmullen@uiuc.edu. I look forward to meeting 
many of you through my future travels across 
the country and also at upcoming College 
events.
—Renée Mullen
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Make a gift to the College of Veterinary Medicine
Yes, I want to support the College of Veterinary Medicine with my gift of:  $1,000  $500  $250  $100  Other: $ __________
Please direct my gift(s) to the following fund(s).
$ _______ Veterinary Medicine Achievement Fund 
(334415). For student, faculty, and alumni awards and 
scholarships and special events. 
$ _______ CARE Pet Loss Helpline (330732). For the 
student-run service that provides compassionate support for 
people experiencing grief over the loss of a companion animal. 
$ _______ Envirovet Program (333575). For the education 
of students and scientists in ecosystem health and repair for 
the ultimate beneﬁt of wildlife, domestic animals, the public, 
and economic health. 
$ _______ Friends of the Veterinary Teaching Hospital 
(334406). In support of the Veterinary Teaching Hospital 
overall or any of the hospital’s specialty areas or sections. List 
specialty area here, if desired: ___________________
$ _______ Humane Connection (331042). For care that 
“goes the extra mile” for companion animals whose owners 
have limited means.
$ _______ Ted Lock Scholarship Endowment Fund 
(775955). Honoring Professor Emeritus Ted Lock in support 
of students interested in food animal, equine, or mixed 
practice in a rural area.
$ _______ Veterinary Medicine Graduate Student 
Fellowship Fund (334290). In support of master’s and PhD 
students.
$ _______ Wildlife Medical Clinic (334522). In support of 
the student-operated Wildlife Medical Clinic, which treats 
over 2,000 patients annually. 
$ _______ Class Endowment Funds. Please check the 
appropriate year:  Class of 1952 (771651);  
 Class of 1962 (771615);  Class of 1963 (771655);  
 Class of 1975 (771763);  Class of 1983 (771653).
$ _______ Companion Animal Memorial Fund (331160). 
To memorialize beloved pets and at the same time support 
research that beneﬁts other companion animals.
PET’S NAME SPECIES
OWNER’S NAME
ADDRESS CITY, STATE, ZIP
$ _______ Other. Please specify: __________________________
___________________________________________________ .
Payment options
Note: To use our secure online giving services, please visit www.cvm.uiuc.edu/advancement/giving/.
 My check for $ _______ made payable to “University of Illinois Foundation” is enclosed.  
 Please note the correct fund number or numbers (listed for each fund above) on the notation line.
 
  Please bill my:  American Express  Discover  MasterCard  Visa  
 Card no.: ______________/______________/______________/_____________ Exp. Date: ________/_________
 Signature: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  My company, _______________________________________________, has a matching gift   
 program that will double or triple the impact of my gift. I am enclosing my employer’s matching gift form.
NAME  _____________________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS  __________________________________________________________________________________________
CITY ___________________________________________________ STATE _______ ZIP  _____________________
PHONE ________________________________ EMAIL  ___________________________________________________
5M9HT
Please mail this form in the 
envelope provided or use 
one of these methods to 
reach us:
University of Illinois  
College of Veterinary Medicine
3505 VMBSB
2001 S. Lincoln Ave.
Urbana IL 61802
PHONE: 217/333-2762
FAX: 217/333-4628
EMAIL: advancement@ 
 cvm.uiuc.edu
Ms. Pam A. Umlauf, Carbondale, IL
Ms. Debbie Unzicker, Gibson City, IL
Mr. John Urice, Bloomington, IL
Mr. Douglas L. Vaughn, Gilman, IL
Dr. Richard M. Velders, Burr Ridge, IL
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Velut, Park Forest, IL
Ms. Paula Verde, Urbana, IL
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth G. Viani, Morton 
Grove, IL
Ms. Kim J. Villanueva, Springﬁeld, IL
Ms. Claudia S. Villilo, Tinley Park, IL
Mr. Ken Viscidi, Champaign, IL
Mr. and Mrs. Jeﬀrey H. Voelz, Woodridge, IL
Mr. Tim Voges, Ogden, IL
Mr. and Mrs. Ivan J. Vollmer, New Baden, IL
Mrs. Elaine R. Wagner, Urbana, IL
Ms. Pamela Wakeman, Pontiac, IL
Dr. K. M. Waldyke, Champaign, IL
Dr. Sharyl E. Walker, Seymour, IL
Ms. Tanya L. Walker, Champaign, IL
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick L. Wallace, Mount 
Carmel, IL
Prof. Matthew A. Wallig, Urbana, IL
Mr. David Wallis, Forest Park, IL
Ms. Margaret R. Waltershausen, Urbana, IL
Mr. and Mrs. Doug Ward, Champaign, IL
Mr. Tim L. Warmouth, Champaign, IL
Mrs. Lisa M. Waters, Aberdeen, NJ
Dr. Robert W. Weidner, Urbana, IL
Ms. Terren Ilana Wein, Chicago, IL
Mr. and Mrs. Alvin H. Weintraub, Macomb, IL
Ms. Judith Weisenberger, Glen Ellyn, IL
Mr. Lawrence Welch, Saint Joseph, IL
Ms. Deborah K. Wentzel, Bloomington, IL
Ms. Katie M. Wessel, Mahomet, IL
Mr. Bruce C. Wheeler, Champaign, IL
Mr. and Mrs. Tony Wheeler, Cisne, IL
Mr. David Whipple, Urbana, IL
Mr. David E. Whipple, Jackson, MO
Ms. Beverly J. White, Galesburg, IL
Ms. Marlene White, Skokie, IL
Ms. Cheryl D. Whitehurst, Trivoli, IL
Mrs. Joanne E. Wickersham, Nekoosa, WI
Ms. Erin C. Wilding-Martin, Urbana, IL
Mrs. Catherine B. Williams, Palatine, IL
Mr. Doug Williams, Urbana, IL
Ms. Debra Willison, Arcola, IL
Mr. and Mrs. Tom R. Wilson Jr., O’Fallon, IL
Ms. Karen Wimpy, Le Roy, IL
Mrs. Melissa A. Windelborn, Champaign, IL
Mrs. Eileen Wingler, Oakland, IL
Ms. Christine E. Winslow, Champaign, IL
Ms. Sandra Wittenauer, Naperville, IL
Ms. Marisa E. Wlodek, Naperville, IL
Mrs. Sharon M. Woford, Rockford, IL
Ms. Ronna Woloshin, Arlington Heights, IL
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Woods, Champaign, IL
Dr. and Mrs. George T. Woods, Urbana, IL
Mrs. Meredith L. Wotman, Vernon Hills, IL
Ms. Rachel Wright, Mattoon, IL
Mr. Richard Wright, Manhattan, IL
Mrs. Anna M. Wroblewski, Island Lake, IL
Ms. Maryann Wydra, Itasca, IL
Dr. Jeanette Wyneken, Boynton Beach, FL
Mr. and Mrs. William L. Wynn, Danville, IL
Ms. Sharon L. Yoder, Lake Zurich, IL
Ms. Shelia H. Yoder, Crete, IL
Ms. Elena L. Young, Elizabethtown, IL
Ms. Judith Ann Zajicek, Oak Brook, IL
Ms. Donna J. Zimmerman, Champaign, IL
Mrs. Dava Brooke Zschau, Bloomington, IL
Ms. Diana L. Zupkus, Wadsworth, IL
Corporate and Foundation Friends 
3M Foundation, Inc., Saint Paul, MN
A and E Animal Hospital, Urbana, IL
Abbott Laboratories, North Chicago, IL
Abell Animal Hospital, PC, Chicago, IL
Academy of Veterinary Homeopathy, 
Wilmington, DE
Alcon Laboratories Inc., Fort Worth, TX
Algiers Animal Clinic Inc., New Orleans, LA
Allamakee Veterinary Clinic, PC, Waukon, IA
American Animal Hospital Association, 
Denver, CO
American Association Feline Practitioners, 
Nashville, TN
American Associaton of Swine Veterinarians, 
Perry, IA
American Chemical Society, Washington, DC
American College of Veterinary Internal 
Medicine, Lakewood, CO
American Express Foundation, Princeton, NJ
American Heart Association, Dallas, TX
American Holistic Veterinary Medical 
Association, Bel Air, MD
The American Kennel Club, New York, NY
The American Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals, New York, NY
Amgen Foundation, Thousand Oaks, CA
Angel Animal Hospital, Inc., Springﬁeld, MO
Animal Health Care Center, Tomahawk, WI
Animart, Beaver Dam, WI
Anthony C. Raccuglia & Associates Attorneys 
at Law, Peru, IL
Arrow Animal Hospital, PLC, Glendale, AZ
Arthritis Foundation, Atlanta, GA
Association of American Veterinary Medical 
Colleges, Washington, DC
Assumption Veterinary Clinic, Assumption, IL
Ball Corporation, Broomﬁeld, CO
Beasley Equine Clinic, Eldorado, IL
Beecher Veterinary Clinic PC, Beecher, IL
Beechwood Veterinary Services, Inc., Racine, WI
Bellwood Animal Hospital Inc., Rockford, IL
Best Friends Animal Care, Inc., Columbus, IN
Best Friends Animal Hospital, Lincoln, IL
Beverly Hills Animal Hospital, Ltd., Chicago, IL
BevLab Veterinary Center, Inc., Blue Island, IL
Biotechnology Research and Development 
Corporation, Peoria, IL
BP Amoco Foundation, Princeton, NJ
Bradley Animal Hospital, Bradley, IL
Bruce T. Halle Family Foundtion, Scottsdale, AZ
Burris Management Inc., Columbia, IL
Campbell Animal Hospital, Campbell, CA
Cape Veterinary Clinic, South Portland, ME
Capitol Illini Partners, LLC, Springﬁeld, IL
The Carrie Pouch, Tuscola, IL
Caterpillar Foundation, Peoria, IL
Central Park Veterinary Clinic, Somersworth, NH
Champaign Community Unit School District 
#4, Champaign, IL
Charitable Gift Fund, Boston, MA
Charles & Mildred Schnurmacher 
Foundation, Inc., New York, NY
Chemicon International, Inc., Temecula, CA
Chicago Exotics, PC, Skokie, IL
Chicago Veterinary Medical Association, Oak 
Brook, IL
Chicagoland Veterinary Cardiology, PC, 
Willowbrook, IL
Coastside Bio Resources, Stonington, ME
Community Foundation for Palm Beach 
and Martin Counties, Inc., West Palm 
Beach, FL
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College Acknowledges Sponsors 
The College of Veterinary Medicine acknowledges its sponsors for 
the support of these alumni and student events: Alumni recep-
tions at the American Veterinary Medical Association Convention, 
the Central Veterinary Conference, and the American Association 
of Equine Practitioners Conference; veterinary student orientation 
program; mentor/veterinary student pre-game event; and Deans 
Club/Fall Conference alumni pre-game event.
Platinum Sponsors:
College of Veterinary Medicine Achievement Fund 
Hill’s Pet Nutrition, Inc.
Hill’s Student Feeding Committee
Nestlé Purina Pet Care
SYGEN International
VCA Animal Hospitals
Gold Sponsors:
Illinois State Veterinary Medical Association
Merial, Ltd.
Pﬁzer Animal Health
Silver Sponsors:
Banﬁeld, The Pet Hospital
Novartis Animal Health
Schering-Plough Animal Health
University of Illinois Veterinary Medical Alumni Association
Bronze Sponsors:
Central Illinois Veterinary Medical Association
Chicago Veterinary Medical Association
Eastern Illinois Veterinary Medical Association
Gruelle & Associates
Hawthorne Animal Hospital
Mississippi Valley Veterinary Medical Association
Conservation Medicine Center of Chicago, 
Maywood, IL
Cooper East Lake Hospital for Animals, Ltd., 
Danville, IL
The Corkscrew Wine Emporium, Springﬁeld, IL
Corn Belt Kennel Club, Inc., Bloomington, IL
Corporate Science, Inc., Highlands, NC
Countryside Animal Hospital, Waupaca, WI
Crab Orchard Kennel Club, Inc., Du Quoin, IL
Custom Audio Services, Rock Island, IL
Declining Amphibian Populations Task 
Force, Milton Keynes, England
Deutsche Bank Americas Foundation, 
Princeton, NJ
Diamond V Mills, Inc., Cedar Rapids, IA
Diversey Animal Hospital, Chicago, IL
Doberman Pinscher Foundation, Orem, UT
Donnellan Funeral Home, Chicago, IL
Door County Veterinary Associates, Ltd., 
Sturgeon Bay, WI
Eagle Pet Products, Inc., Mishawaka, IN
East Bridgewater Veterinary Clinic, Inc., East 
Bridgewater, MA
Eastern Illinois Veterinary Medical 
Association, Mahomet, IL
Eastern States Veterinary Association, Inc., 
Gainesville, FL
Eli Lilly and Company Foundation, 
Indianapolis, IN
Eli Lilly and Company, Research Triangle 
PA, NC
Elk Grove Veterinary Clinic, Elk Grove Village, IL
Englewood Animal Hospital, Englewood, FL
Exelon/ComEd, Chicago, IL
ExxonMobil Foundation, Princeton, NJ
Farview Animal Clinic, Paramus, NJ
Fields Animal Hospital, Mount Vernon, IL
Fippen’s Dressage Stable, Saint Joseph, IL
Flora Veterinary Clinic, Flora, IL
Forever Friends Inc., Niles, IL
Fort Dodge Animal Health, Fort Dodge, IA
Fort Dodge Animal Health, Princeton, NJ
Four Paws Animal Hospital, O’Fallon, IL
Fox Valley Veterinary Dentistry and Surgery, 
PC, Elgin, IL
Framer’s Market, Champaign, IL
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Student American 
Veterinary Medical 
Association Symposium
March 10 to 12, 2005
Texas A&M University 
Elysia Schaefer, Class of 2005, is the 
current national president of SAVMA. For 
more information on the symposium, 
contact Travis McDermott at 979-458-
2154 or savma@cvm.tamu.edu
December
 1 Swine Welfare Assurance Program Training 
Workshop, Urbana, Ill. E-mail Dr. Larry Firkins, 
ﬁrkins@uiuc.edu.
 4 AAEP Alumni Reception, Denver, Colo. Call 
Beth Erwin, 217/333-2762.
January 
 9 Alumni Reception at the North American 
Veterinary Conference, Orlando, Fla. Call Beth 
Erwin, 217/333-2762.
February
TBA Seminar for Alternative Therapies in Veteri-
nary Medicine, Urbana, Ill. Contact the Oﬃce 
of Public Engagement, 217/333-2907.
21 Western States Veterinary Conference, Las 
Vegas. Call Beth Erwin, 217/333-2762.
28 Class of 2009 Interview Day, Urbana, Ill. 
Contact the Oﬃce of Academic and Student 
Aﬀairs at admissions@cvm.uiuc.edu.
April
 2 Veterinary Medicine Open House, Urbana, Ill. 
Contact Chris Beuoy, 217/244-1562.
 8 Doodle for Wildlife, Urbana, Ill. Contact the 
Advancement Oﬃce, 217/333-2762.
 9 Awards and Scholarships Ceremony, Urbana, 
Ill. Email advancement@cvm.uiuc.edu.
21–22 Eighth Annual Conference on New and 
Re-Emerging Infectious Disease, Urbana, Ill. 
Contact Debra Domal, Center for Zoonoses 
Research, at 217/265-8511.
May
 1 White Coat Ceremony, Urbana, Ill. Contact 
the Oﬃce of Academic and Student Aﬀairs at 
admissions@cvm.uiuc.edu.
15 Commencement, Urbana, Ill. Contact the 
Oﬃce of Academic and Student Aﬀairs at 
admissions@cvm.uiuc.edu.
Calendar
tively. These two funds have been in existence 
for several years thanks to the generosity of 
our alumni and friends.
In addition, emeritus faculty Drs. LeRoy 
Biehl, Ted Lock, and Dean Scoggins returned 
as speakers.
The conference provided outstanding, 
practical continuing education for veterinar-
ians and opportunities for alumni to recon-
nect with their classmates and alma mater. 
Through print, radio, and television coverage 
of speakers on bioterrorism preparedness and 
pain management, it also helped highlight 
the many roles of the veterinary profession in 
society.  
Fall Conference, continued from page 13
We want  
your feedback  
on the new look of  
Veterinary Report! Please take 
our anonymous online survey 
to share your views. You can 
reach it from the College home 
page: www.cvm.uiuc.edu.
In the rehabilitation section, 
volunteers help by applying 
cold or hot packs and soothing 
or encouraging animals during 
therapy.
Ginger Passalacqua, coor-
dinator of client services at the 
teaching hospital, oversees the 
program. She says that the vol-
unteers have been integrated into 
hospital operations very smoothly, 
and the program may some day 
expand to include patients in the 
Large Animal Clinic.
Current volunteers include 
Mindy Altmyer, Carolyn Burrell, 
Amy Grubb, Samantha Haskins, 
Susan Helmink, Karen Koenig, 
Lisa Pellum, Jill Pessis, Karen 
Pope, Tom Schaefges, and Har-
riett Weatherford.
The rewards of the program have been contributing to the steady 
improvement in health and well-being, the licks, wags, and yelps of joy 
of the patients, and the gratitude of the owners who appreciate the extra 
TLC given to their animal companions while they can’t be there. 
“Hi, Sweetie!”
Harriett Weatherford got a warm feeling hearing this 
greeting over and over again as she walked through the 
Veterinary Teaching Hospital, even though she knew the 
students and clinicians weren’t talking to her.
“Sweetie” is the name of the cocker spaniel that Weath-
erford was exercising as a volunteer in the Tender Loving 
Volunteer Program.
“Patients are already receiving an extraordinary level of 
care and attention at the hospital,” says Weatherford, who 
helped found the volunteer program last spring after she 
retired from a long and varied career as a business director 
at the University. “The volunteers are here to augment that 
care in any way we can.”
The TLV program is starting small; the initial group 
of fewer than 10 volunteers was handpicked from among 
Weatherford’s friends who “had time and could take 
instruction.”
After orientation and training in conﬁdentiality, vol-
unteers, who generally give a few hours each week, were 
assigned to the oncology or animal rehabilitation sections.
“We call it ‘snuggle time.’ Volunteers really lift the spirits of the oncol-
ogy inpatients,” says Jenny Rose, certiﬁed veterinary technician in the 
oncology section. “Animals that are here for three or four weeks get to 
know the volunteers and really perk up when they come in.”
Volunteer Karen Koenig talks with Jenny Rose of the 
oncology department about one of the patients.
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Volunteers Provide Extra TLC for Veterinary Patients
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